HISTORY OF THE ISOF FAMIIY
By Ioufe Eavepe Imon

Che materiel foumd in this record has been gathersd ovep
a perlod of many yeowvs, and from diffrent sources, I have
traveled thousands of miles, wrote hundreds of letters, con-
tacled diffevent Gemeloglienl Librevys, in Los #nsles, Salt
Lalke City, Hesam, Arizona, TFhoenix, irizons Capital Buflding,
end the Cernige Librar; iIn Caldwell Idaho, ressarching for
the Ison nane, ita origen and spelling. I visited the County
Recorcetoffice in Cate City, Boolt o., Virginis end serpehed
Lhelr eerliest records,; have studled the cersus Hacands of
Rentucky end Virginis, form Weshinzton D.C.

s wvisited Elliott, Morgsn, Oreenup, Herlend,Bowan, snd Letcher
eounties In Fenticky and gethersd dete from all of them of oup s
ki foll, #ls¢ Brown and Clermont counties nesr Cincimmats Ohio.

From the findinge of the ghove mevtioned rasaurses I have sritten this
history of the Ison fenily, Lo the best of my ability, that 1t would
te & means of agueinilng mny one who wes of our line, wlith the char-
mcter, telents, and ohyslical make up of our early parents, &8 well

g there pnetive colmiryr, =fkee, snd financizl conmditions in 11 Fe;

more especlall= an I interested in thedir mobility of cHapacter srd
sterling quelf<ies that they heve hended down ip their posterity, fop
their honer, thruthfulness, and thrifs, I ows them o dabt o grativtide
and will de =y best to repey by llving, ond teaching their worthy
stendards to our children snd childrver's ohildren-—Iat 18 pagalve

thet the Iegon name, where ever found will be a credit to ny sommmity

At the close of thils Eistory 7 eff putting ¢ Historlcal Sketich
for'm iashirgion D.C.--"Tha Hame end Femily of Isham and Isom',
Soowing thet these two naomes sre of the sama uriﬁanr most ﬂannln§ioal
Socitdes glaime that Ison, Isom, &nd Isham are all the same fami 7 e
si8lliinge belngs changed i differvent timmz,

Wuote.From tha Dictlonery of English and Welch Sornames: "Izon,
Izen, iszom, Isham--A Perish in Yorthawbton England, pt, the =onm of
Izan Frobely & Jelieh Neme,”

inothér proof of thease diffrent spelled nenes being, at ong time,
the gene fenily;is thet several differert Igon fomilics use the name
Izom, a2 & slven hame, for ingtence 4 Loom irchibeld Ison and Mepy
Gillun Ison nemed their baty Yoy--Isom Ison, zrd vis varsa T £'nd in
tie Igom families namedibue Tson laom,.

¥et in lendon Enszlend as sarly as 1617--we £4ind the name spelled Ison
az pur family spell it to day. From the book--Ilondan Herpiace Licence
pese 202--w= perd, "Hargeret Ison of St, Endrem Holbom Londdy spinsier
danghter of Ieon, ¥Yeoman at St Andrew Holbern, <arpled Thomes
Erowns of ST. wery Celechurch Londom, 10, Janusry 1617-3.

Becnuze of ebove proofs; T am doing Temple «opk fop 211 thras
names, Isom, Ison, and Isham, but I am holding oup Famlly record to
the distlinct line of Ison, end only puttine in 4t those nemas wha I
can connscl the rslatdon ghlp, But I an alse keeplng a record named
the "if-ericen lgon femily" which has meny different Ison Femily
Groupe - sheaets in it.

The esrliest nistory we bave, comes form mecory it seems thut
Semeel lson the second egon of Doctor lsom and Elizebeth Fraley Isonm,
ond e grandson of Archibald 4gon and Mery Gillum, hhd the Tseon Histopy
wiitten in his Bible, es 1t wes told to him by his grandfsthes,
Archibald Ison,.



IT

This Bible wap distroyed Ly o £lo6d which camae thoourh TEomvillcs
Ellsott: Co. Hentuckys in the fall of 1038230 tekins the hems apns gll
contents of Ollle Feonln, whoe wes a grondsughier of Isom Ison, yomfsat
son of Apchibeld and ¥e»y Ison,

Thls information was writiten to me by her brother B. F. Famin Feb,15;
1940, alss the same was relpted to us by Tzose Ison, ocon of indarson Ison
ond gary Hurst Tsom, when we ware vigiting at hiz home in Teomwills, =21liott
Go. Wantgeky July 1940,

Ignae Ieon 1s the prest cravdson of Aroliibald.

But what famlly hiatory that Bible contalnsd I have Leen Lold from
pevarel different mombora of our femlily, sesch ono steting #hetiincle Semusl
salidsfrom Mary Susie Hays o douphter of Sereh Jana IsnE;Ehis Informetion
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was gziven to them by Colombus Taon, & great spandsen of Architald Izon and
¥ery Gillum, He CGolumbus sayd the) fvilowing was told to hin by Samuel Ison,
end ig the ssme-informetlon thai wag wpitten fn tha Ilacn Bible, before
mentionad. A letter from Yery Susie Hayes, stating whet COolombus lson told
her o guote: " In eetiine informetion on owr menepatlon, I wes told that we
gageended from Gideon Tson wha wee horn fn Shocehire, Bnslend. and waa mede
avrd ol Irelend. He was zesiding in Irsaland when his snn John foll in love
7ith a woman names Hopihs Buff,  The old wan mweEs soposed to his marriage
Lo her, end John mede hls way to Shopshire, England, wheve the zirl met him.
fhey then sniled for Amerige snd made their home it the weztern part of
;E}h& atete of Vipginig, Here ivs zons, Jokn and Gideon, were born to them.
Tohn wes the father of Archibald whe immiszrated to bthe Newcomdbe fork of
Iittle Bendy River inm the yeaw 1B10. 'Mws other bwothers shavted mith
sideom snd Charles. Didéon seliled in south easiern Kentucky, in what
W oalled Ietchep Coummbty. Charles came on 46 Yewmcpmbe with kis hGrothep
1d and made one oron, Then He left for Texas. Moseg Ausilsn had
& zrant of land there and hod fnvited gettlere. ChHeslaes was luwed
raportis and immigrated Lo Texes'in the £aXl snd winter of 15820,
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I have neapd since thet soms Igons ars Lo bo Found in Texas. One fact
eould yey Ye witnossed that would bear this report out as being ot leeat
perticlly troe. Orondfather Tam g peoungest brother sterisd o Texas when
& younz ma» and stopred In Arlnnsas.  Here he zerved the Confedarecy in
e Givil Wer. de mareied MprF Tramble sbout the close of the war. Gg
mede 8 vislt heel herﬁ'an' Looi two of the Bishop Boye, his sister's sons,
Brel with him to-rear/s - - Zunt MEry.dled din the apring of 1588 . . %

I also have a letier from Ira Paulus Ison dated November 18, 1940,
Stephen Ky, shleh pives the game information, guite:" . . | TUdcle Samuel
Igons trother of youwr hushends father, Richwond Ison, meve me alittle deta
prior io Ar-aibdfd Iscn. ; >

Unele Samuel told me that it hed been handed down by orevious genmeretic
Lhat we were of Englfsh decent. He decended from oneby tha name of Didesn
I=zon, a Lopd of the Enplish Parlimemt. The story goes thet Cideon had ons
o mened John who was poyine nttention fo A legdy of the ecomren clase.
Gicecn was oprosed to the lady and pove John a hersh pebukines and he elonsd
with the lady snd eame te Smewies, . ! % -

Ivo zons wepe born to this union. They were named Gldeon snd Jobg Jr.
Jehn was the one from which we zot our lineage.( W f_,,,,,t.{m;r hicin bia i

From Edward Pleasents - Valentine FPaner Voi, lﬁgaggdfégg. dr:?e} find that
John Isom of Wanesmond Co. Va. bought 178 mores of lant in Chuckatuolk Parish
from [homas Exum - This was recorded Juna 10, 18T8. Feom this dats L have
estimated John Isone birth to be gbout 1540. 'This Jobm Izen could hevs hagr
zheﬁ?ﬂHJHr Gideon Iscn of Ingland who elopsad wiih Maptha Fuff end eame

o g g T o1 S

F"T pensus Feturn of 1790 fZn North Carolins we find 4we Ison TIRMEE,
that of Tohin Ison‘anﬂ Chrigting =-=== Tzon. It was recorded thet frchibald
Ezen %was born dn Herth Caraline sard that his Tathers mame was John Iscn,

(mothers name vas torn evay.)denNcd e Redsord (950 Lpwraboe [ g-‘::-m
HJ"(_’,."}[{'}J"J ]q_;c A !:’_Fjlr;r&d I'-:’~JI VJ']'J’_;.-I\I:-‘}I



A ir, Paiton Bererly., zpe B1, of Torton V. #ho hes lons been intepested
in fanlly coppecticons pavs, “Tnergﬂrms g kinghlip with the Tzon pnd Huieso
suclkayr family, rrobebly John Tsong wife was a Honguwoler.”! Flve sons wape
born inte thia family of John Ison Jr. Viz., @ldecn, George, Joshus,
Arohibeld and John (I hewe lattier information thet thers were threes move
sons, CHarles, Isaac, and Ire. Four of thope sons enligreted Crom Scatt Vo
Virginia, te Hentueky ‘n 1819, Gideon stoppsd in what 18 Istoher Go, &4,
frchifnald and Gharles oade Lo bhe Wewcomb Forik of Ifitle Sandy fives.

Chmrlea remeined opg resr only, Then stepted onothe lons jourmed Toe
Texas Lo nelp in her strugzle for {nddpendence. Hobody ever hoard girsctiy
from Bim sgnin. Evidently be wmust heve reached Texas and 1eft decendantp.

I wad o elipping from a Toxes nawspaper talling of the daath of Jobn 4. lsom
and slving the ‘mawes of his suwevrivors (wifs; ohiléren brother end sisters
and where they fesided) I thinl all resided in Texas axeapt one brother

who resided in lonlsiena. ‘1 filed the clipping away and am upable o find
1t =2t the pregant.lio.

folin Izon enlgrated Lo the hoad waters of the Kantuely River ths sams
¥egr that frchlibald came to Nowcomb.

Gideon lson's docendanta are very numeroug in Plkes and Ietecasr- Countles.

From 4lexander Ison, who was Ii‘éﬂﬁg%“ Comberlers Ky, in 1940.41 axnd
ig a great grandson of George Isoni¥hr wobn ArshiBald Taom, I zed the

fellowing, thal Ceorge Ison and his brother Isamc Ison cans from Scoth Soe

virginia to Letcher Co, Hentugky in 1804 in compsfy wita Sam, Copnett,whp
ceme Lo Linefork In 1803 andGucqze ate dinner st his home when he cane,

Tracing thls famdly you will note that the eighi soms of Joan Ison Jr.
gl all came from Virginia to Hentugky in the two difrfersnt
TeAPE. Harly I0U4 and 1819 with the groephiion of Joshua Ison; end at date
= nave no-fefinate data on him op hig fanily, If he hed mny, slso Chanles
Isonm. who went Lo Texes end John who getiled on head waters of the Hentucky
hiver I btave no detm on their famlies, Ido not fmow hn Bldeom merried
glihough many of hiz decendents are in letcher Co. Ky.; Dut s for Goorges
Izd=tend Archilbald I ecan glve you a lot of information on them and thoiy
fomiias.

The flrst menilon that T have of CGeorgs Iszon was from the Virginie
Hagezine, Yol. 18 Fage 86, gubte: " Georpe Ison, ace 19 yra., resident of
¥inz and Queens Co. Virglnla was dischasged from the eray in 1780, this
world make Big hirth dete about IT81l. Prom Perish regicter of Ceteoist
‘Church, Slddlesex Oo. Va, Fepe 200 - we leerm thet he fndisted in 1977,

In Kentucky Lens Orants, Pege 601 - 1t atates thst George Lgon-hed 59 ecres
of Tend, Neow. TE, 1822,

Getrges being sm-clder brother, came to Bsptueky several yeors befops
e other Boys, In fach he made hunting trips there as early as 1800, his
peptnes heine Badvie Cornett, Eae Line Fopl mas the cresl Lhat bhey hunted
om, vEceivinmg its pame from the lLine that they follomed For game, =04 f4 is
gtill ealled Line Foplk teday. On ona of thess hunting ivips, 2 vary fine
mers of Georze Isom's fell ower sode largs rotkd and broke her leg while
they wers cropsing Elecicdle Mi. 'The rogle were pamed Ison Hecks std still
g0 by thet meme. The mare was loft to die, but sbe did-wvoi for nexh
gpping they found Her with & ¥owir ¢olt and ehe’'was o grpet aesryice to the
plonser family for many yeard. As befoye sigted; he moved His famlily to
Bentooloy w1204 and gettled 10 Tetoher Co.

Ceopges wifes nams ¥was Annle Ingream. They had seven ohildren,. namelss
Gldecn, Gosorge, Cymith, Polly; Beiile; Sugan, end Hete. Cideon wes born in
Seont Co. W, in 1202, beinpgonly tnod jogre olf when bis parents moved fnto
the Cumberland #tg. of Hentucky; where po white families 1ived, only the
few mig were in thelr: companys The story goes theat many a day ihe women
folk left theiy ceawmb homs ond Bid with their ehlldren in the woods nntil
taesir hushands returned from Honting, wheve they hod gfone to secure Tood
for the family. THis wes necessary to protect themseives from theIndians,



Even with thesc precantlons severtl of the ‘compéng ‘was killed by the Indfans.

Kt the bime pf the Ciywid Hay he owned3Z mlaves, But after they ob-
tetined thelr fréeedom moab of his glaves wighad 4o remain with Bim. He Inoved
to fipet and fad thirty-iwp esuch conbteats to prove who wes: the best men.

Sl gix younper ¢hildren were born anc resred snd di=d in Letober Co. =nd

gra 5Lill nomepong in Letchern, Pike and Zgrlen Co.

Ceorge Ison died in 1828 end wes bopled at Yine Forlk st the mouth of
Big Dranah of the Rentucky Rivers in Tetober Co.

Hdig byother ﬁsaac Izon (born in 1VE3) came from Vieainih to Ietcher L5
ghortly after Gsorge ceme. His mifep niems was Becea Ingram, she ®:i5 a
giater Lo Annio and tiey hed the following childrern; frebibled, Edmond,
Igeno Jr.p Tilsonm; Soott, Bobtle, Mary Arn, Fate and London €,

I heva no ‘record of Ire Toow leaving Virelris, ond Lis Gecendantie aps
gtill foungd dn Gabe Clty, Scobk Do, V. His wifep: weme was
Daviges, R1Y T hava Pousd of hlz childesn 15 thet he Had onF 208 neve0
S5ilas, ang & grandson’ named George,

In 1819 Gldeon, Apchib=ld, Charles and Jobn followed their oldep
trovhers Trom Vipginlg Go Henmtuoky, end 2g the copled letterg av the Tieat
of this history states, Gldecon remeined 1n Ietoher, while asrchibald and
Charlers ghayed there only o short time then dpifted into lLaurencs (o. and
from Shere o Elllott Hy: Charles aiayed only leng enouvgh to make ons coop
chd-Enen went to Texss;

John mizrated to the hapd woiters of the Eentuoky Hiven.

srchibald resred his femlily com the Wewcomb Perk of Llttds Sandy fdiver;
the phEv olrdve i1 mow nemsd Toonwille. He and his twuo boys walked from
Virginis to the Hentucly piver, They valged & srop of corn there in 1813,
euilt a log ¢ubin snd returned. in the £al1l For their families. In the spring
of 1820 they camd baclk with theiy Tawilies, 411 welked; fthers ~ag rneot ovean
gowegon rosd turcugh ik mountnins. Fhe wmen folks brought young Bbple
treag tis 4 to the baprel of théir suneg and plantad them At their wew homa,.
bome of these trees crew to be 40" high end the leei. one of thoss trees
blew down in 1938 — maling 14 dhe age of 115 years,

drchibelds wifes name was Mery Gillum. She was a daughter of Hamtin
Gillvm. Ceeir childrer were Tasdac, Williams, Charles. Mertin, Burdine,
Ira, Dector, Orgalis, Izoffl smd Elizehath.

Zrchlbald was smeng the first selllers in thet part of Hentusky and
wag given a lerge tpaet of land by the povermment fop Ralping 9 exteblish
homss thers. TIn ¥entuely Ieavd Crants, page 601, 14 mentionsi Arahiblad,

illiem; Cherles, Oeorge and Lifecn Ison, sach having 50 sores of lend in
Taurencs Go. Hy. on/love I&, 1032, Latei drebihlods lan? wayg Qovids)
emong his boys and thelr childrens ¢hlldren still live thepo.

He died in Isgonville, Ellicgh Co, By, hies grave iz on d hillside just
west of ‘nlg old home, which tes been Pesuilt into m l=pgze white home, wikth
ergen trim, ‘anly the tell rock ehimney was still preserved from ths orlginsl
homs, built by Archibald. I visited bhis and hie grave in July 1940, =is
wife, Mary Cillum, lsa bubkeé near him. It whs Harys cobttom garden end her
depirs wag o be buriéd. thave. Two obbey graves arve nesr Lnem, one 12 thelr
Founmgast sen Tsom end his Infant boy.

Jo Iacm, = preat grandson of Avchibald, said when they bupriss tas small
eixild of Isoms that wais» pan in%s the zrave, and the father, Izom lson eald,
fldiisnoted £ithpisce 40 bury enyome In, tut if 1t i3 posd enough form 7
father; my motheri snd chlld £t 15 zood emough for me.” So 4e iz bupied thep

Docteor Isom , the ssventh son of frchibald smd Mery. was born at Stoney
Cregl, Boolt Goumty, ¥irginis 1n 18389, meEkineg him one Tesr olid when his
parants moved te Xentucky, “hen he wepried his father c-ove bim o piece of
ipnd about twoe miles north of $he Yeweodh Fork of iittle Sandy Riven. Ha
merried Ellzabeth Praley (May 1843) she was the Sth. ohild of Tsaae O, Hraley
and Cathevrine Bhoenmsksrs OCatherine was a dewshisr of Willliam Shosmeker
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igks Astor. 'She was a lkin to John Jecob Aztor who wenbt Sown #1ih the
great ship Titanic. It zanlr Appil 15; 1912 when 1%t struck an feskur,
1,595 peaple were drowncd and 743 of her arew and Dagcangers mers saved.

Toctor and Elizeboth’s childern mors Andorgon, Samusl (this Seameel
gove us all re hmve of our Ison History prior 16 Archibalds tims.), Fhosbis,
Allen, Aaron, Richrond, Boursgard. Medison, Eulda. Josspiine. end devion
?runciq+

Dogtor Teon made meny trips to Virginia omd ilzsowrt, Ee omned 35,000
agrdd of dand, and served In magy LJ:-,.,_.,...n;:j uffiees or pounty and gtzta, He
ang his wila onge hod to entertzin Oen. B io0lellon snd h4ig Horthern 0 g3 3
for ons wesk. 'They kllled and ste their lerpe herd of beef cattis while
there. Doctor smd Elizebeth sre burrisd side by side on their old home
plage,. We wilazlted thﬁir greves, Satupday, July 2%, 19240, I was vapy much
impressed by the clesp hends cerved on the 1eed-stn:~e ofboctor Isong  Erave.
¥ig prandson, Izase Ison bold ue Shat his srandfather regusated this done 1o
wev4n Bis chilren to glways keev un brotherly terms mith eson-atier. “e

fed in 1882 at the age of 63 rears.

_ _Elizabsth Fraley lson had thres strokes before her death. She was
heaplaaslfvr geven yesrs helors her dedth and cared for 1o & wheel chatr
by hew ehildwman, Bheipassed avay In 1904 at toe ags - of 82 years.

nichmoad  waslithe sizth child 4f Dogtor and Elfzebeth Izon. He was
born FEb. 28, 1852 in wHet #as then ¢alied Hewcomb, though bhe post office
ka3 mow been ochanced to lsonville, Elldott Co. Hy. His wifes pams 7es
Mariba Riga, She was a daughtar of Georga Rice gnﬂ Egter Hurst, and was
born In Morgan Co. Ey. on the 22 of Mercy 180%. Thefmerrled Feéb. 13,1874

Then Richmomd marrded;his father goave Wim 78 acrea of land on Roeldy
Breneh, a tribubtary of Yewoomd. It wes about four mileg from the old home
That summér he fermed some of his Fathera oleared land end spent all ‘the
time he could, whlle not working et his srop clearing hez osn dand, mnd
tulldise a little 1oz oebin, into which he end fertha moved thet foll.
deny 2 nlghi he worked peat mldnight, By the lightoof burning Iimbe, ke
cut ang fB::eﬁ t*mhar. WHile he was thapping the timber Harthe would sew
and’ bpdt, it was?ell dome by heand thoge ‘deys. nma night when Fichmond
Was “Buarnlﬁq tohis 1ltile homs, from tihe fard, on hig fethers plsce: he
wes followsd by & penther. The niht was devk, =81l he sapld see wzs 1ts
twd roipid eyes gleaming st hiwm Ghrough the derkness; and hear the small
1imbs orash ss it lsaped from troe fo treel Several times it dropped to
the zround avd ke could Heay the tread of its fest 1ike great cat paws.
He secured a large - hickery stick with-an iron like knot on the end and
rhan the' parnther cate too closa he wonld face around guickly, wavs his
club towapds it, end 2se thosa bright eyes go back into the darkness, in
this way he coversd the four milas beiseen their homes. Then he was
witnin heapring distance he cpiled his own larke dog, and to =2is relisf;
Sheap, came and drove the animal) fapy into the wopds. +n those dnys 1ifs
was oné siruggle for mere existance,

Bichmond and Marths wepe the parents of ten childrern. #alier was
the Dirail haby, He died when only & few hours old . snd was burried high
on the hillaide nophh of thefr-1itle liome, mddr A amall h;cgap, trea.
fike next chlild wes Aoberi Lee he wesd born Juns 9, 1281, Yhen cams Siulde
Jane, bub just bafere Luldn wea born- feiher Richoond desided teo bulld
g new homs With-'moys woom for his rrowirg famlily. This home wes dirvectly
wegt snd more on the hillaide from their Diret M4tle ecdbim,: b was also
made of logs with three rooms on the lower Tloow and two upDer POOHE.

Thoe famdly moved inbo this-house the night beflore thelr baby - Bister, Hulda
Jane came. The meat children mere David Frenklin, Edrard,] Lucy. ehe-algo
died in infanoey and wag burirled by the side of Waltep under the hiskoyy
rees Then came Ege-and Jegnetia,

Aot the time ol Eves bivew a mreat change cawe 1hts the lsom
ranil?. For several generatlions thelr kinfolk had &1l been steunch
Metnedists, Ricamond wes 8 Steward of the church and dapthe a wery devota
mamhar .
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