THE LIFE OF NOBERT LET ISOW
; by
loule May PBSavape) Isen

" in Your lire"

Oh, let no lay my head tonipht upon your breast,
And elose my eyes againgt the lirht. I fain would rost, I'n veary
ind the vorld lecks sad, this usrldly strifs
Turne me to you, and, Oh, I'nm rlad to be your wife-
Thourh friends may fall or turn neide, yot I have you
/md in your love I may abide, for you are true
I'd e'er remain beroft of frienda, thoush true or not.
Just to rotain your true recard,
Your nrecence brirht thro cars ond strifes
And, Oh I thank liy God tomight, I en your vife.
fron "Heart Throbs®

Fobort Lec Ison uas the first livin: child of Richrond and Dartha Mee Ison.
lle vas born the 2th of June 1801 on tho feucorh forle of the Little Soendy
fiver in [lliott County, Fentucly. ‘'hen his parents vere married, Peb. 1079,
thoy lived for a fow conths with Nichoond's father and mothor, nbout tuo
riles fron the tract of lond (75 acres) piven to then as a wedding presemt
fron his perents. During this tine Richmond vorked very hord fron carly
morning to late nipht to olenr o munll plece of this land end plont o erop
in tine for it to smture that €all. Durins this tine he nlso built o small
loz cabin for then to liwe in.

Richrond's land vee located on the enst cide of tho Noclky Bronch Creelk.
The treet contained only o fev seres of Tlat level soil ealled “battem land,"
and it ues hero thet the house and femily well verc to stand with 2 mmall
veretable pardon, while bocl on the hillpides and over the top, the ficlds of
corn, onts and tobacco vare loested. Dut oz irrigotion is wnheard of in the
South, eropo vwill prow ao rood ronning etraicht up Lill as ours do on the flat
plaine. God does all of the irripsting there nnd nlrost overy yoar le does o
aplendid job. =

In this little lop cabin, with its overhood loft and prent fireplece uhich
gent its dmneing flomes up tho oticl: ond mud chirmey, little Nobert Leo ecame
wlth o hearty weleomo, to nolo hie heme. Only the yorr befere, hin 11ttls
brother Valter, had come end steyed only o fow hours then returned to hia
leavonly hormes Yoo, liorthn and Riclond wented e baly boy, and Oh hou thor loved
Roboert ond trusted end dependod on hin all their lives. Luter he hicd o 1ot of
brothers end sieters. FPour more boye and four rirls camo in their turn. Baby

Luey only stayed o chort tice thourh, thon she une burricd on the hillside by
Lnltcers

Eother liarthe alvays seid Robert wor o wery fraill child. Uhcn he was
very youns he hed pneumonia ond she tclls hov she workad, webched, ond nroyed
thon rejoiced vhen he lived. Ths cute little thinge that her "little Dolbbio®
. 8oid end did vere told over end ovor by hor wntil the end of her 35 venrsa.

One thing of parsmount importence to young Pobert was the building of o
nett home to replace the little lor cabin. True, it uas node of logs, but its
three larre rooms dovnctolrs end tuo nbeve, vere lilte a monsion compered to
the log cobin. Thoro was no winding stairvay ot first, hut the leddor vas o
groant nevelty to four yecr old Dobby. The larce porch which took in the vell
on the south side of the houso was oodorn convenionecso nersonificd. Iov tho
bucket of voter could be drown without ctonding out in the rnin. The houce
vas mostly finizhod vhen they moved in ond that very nipht baby Hulde vas born.
The birth of his tiny aiclcr wos o red letter day for blue-eyed Bobert, thoush
it vae alvays 8 opotery oo to how vhe Ymevw just uvhet house 4o come to. OF
coursc Zebedoo cono tis yoors before limlda, but e was o boy cnd Dobble was
moot too youn~ s be mich oxeitod cbout his arrival.


Mona L Ison
This story is in the possession of Ruth Ison Lamoreaux.
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Tobert's echool daye cormionced as moet other children's, but avny up there
in the mountains of Kentuclyy, ochosl wesn®™t as importont as verl wos, for in
thoee doys n bore exlistance hed to be wrunc from the sodil by unrenitiin. toil
ond hard lebor. The school torn bogan vhen the mmou coversd tho rround and tho
thermometer dropped too low for outside wark, and it lapoted only until 4ho work
could bo berum apaine Tho coumtain Tollk lived rdles apert on their scobtered
hilly farns snd the school was situoted in the center for the ropt ehilldren,
a3 oll vellked lonr distonces thra tho onov boonuse there vao o bus thon.

The Ibuntain Creed vaos, nen cnd boys co firet to breok the treils and be
the firsi to mect all danfers, so vhen Nobert, Zobb ond fuldn vore dressed
in thelr vorooet hemesnmun clothes lon; wool cop, rod lmitted mittens ond
long rray socimo aver their choos zus overahooo), the three ehildren rorehod
to school with Robert and Zebb in the lead, vhile Sic camo troiling bohind.
Oftimes che colled than to oton and help her out of difficultics. Fobert
loved his schoal and rencrally his trachers. Lo espeeially liled one teocher
bocouso sho lmer oo nony sretty comre ihot he loved o gings It tros hord
for hin to understond uky tho non thot care 2 pit ~raund the fireploee in
the evenings diclilked his bost-loved teecher and her sinmping. "hy that air
320 Eomoy ain't mo good ot all. She should tcach reedin, tritin, and rith-
metle. Thet air singing otuff ain®t whot ve'ro poyin her fure®

School closed carly in lobrusry oo the boys could help Uop cut the barrol
stavos end fence roils fron the tinbor on their furms. FRobert losrned ocorly
in 1ife hov to sving an ax and juct how to cut o tree co it tsuld fall vithin
on ineh of a plammed onvk. Uhon the Simber voo ot inte etovoa, 1t vno londod
onto e one hores sleirh und draim to the bonk of the river. Here thoy vere
etacled into lergs, ovon plles to wait "til spring. ‘hen tho opring thaw come,
the tiny bebling otreons swelled inmte rroct rushin: rivers. Thio uep alwvays
on oxeitine- tine for alls The nen and oldor boys unuld rush Lo their piloa of
tioter nlon; the cdre of the river and vheon the mon above ha? tut all of hia
timber into tho cirooo and it hnd been carried dewm to tho buyins wordo, them
tho next oon dowm the river took his tum. Sorctiocs the rrect lopo would
beeone templed end pether in ¢ =ighty jen, Then somoone hod to ro out in the
river oand pry the logo opart vith o lonp polo. Somntinoe it toal: soveral men
to do the Zob of brooking up ¢ lor nnd semd the timber on doum the river.

Thic vas o vory dancerovs Job oo only the -ost spry cnd ezporienced Don viors
alloved to fo into the river to break a log jome

ilover did youn: Fobert forgot the fatcful dogr tthen hic Unele licrion Isom
vent in to breel: & jam. Suddenly the lops pove usy and flew hich inte the air
drivon vith swper-humnn force by the rushing wotors All on shore shouted *lurp
llerion, jum for your life. Io did juwm, but bo didn't clecr the ouift Fush-
inz loge andhe wos coupht just gbove the hips. Ilis hing vere crushed and hie
lepe vore nonpleds. MHind honde tools hin fron the cirecon ond cerried hin to his
rpthor's hore. lie only lived a fov hourg=--not onourh tire for tho old rountain
Doctor to fet there over tholonp crooled traile by Lisracback. But larion
vould have penc wyrvey, coven if o dozen pood physiciane hind been nresent for
his Hoovenly Fathor had enlled hin lomo. It wns o very sad funcrol. The
Uountain Pell: nre very tonder and they love wery decplye.

It woen't all vorl: or trogedy for Robert and the beye ond rirls. Eoch
oecason of the yoar brovpht its fun ao vell as werk. It was berry pickins tine
in the enring end swrer and novhero in all tho wverld do the blael: borrice,
bluc berries ond ell ldnds of borrics prov larper, swecter or inm moro abundance
than in denr old lentuelsr. Bk boot of nll vor muittdin- time. Oh vhint Am
they did hove filling ail of tie orpiy borrels in tho old tood shed vhth the
larpe block u alnute, the smooth ubite hiclery mute then the chosmute ond llozel
rutes There vas alvays o rpod supply. The long vinter eveninmro verc anent
ropping eorn, (o ploosurc thet Nobert enjoyed until hic denth) eracling nuts,
ond eotins anplee. They cll hed cood apple arehards for when thoir firot ances=
tore welked over ['t. Dlaclde, thru Cumberland Faso fron Virginic to Hontueky,
thoy brought vith them pouns apple trece tied to the barrelo of their muns.
They vere plemted and prov. low Kentucly her plenty of such fruit. Hew those
doar old ™bos® con nolso epple butter. I never tasted anything te ecompare uwith
it in all my lifo.
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Sunday ae a dey Lo
;

the ®Cireut Nider® «
OTRa. The

i1t kinfoll: ezecst about once in three ronths then
ou ond they all went 4o clurch for a vhole wools or
roecne fyon vdany niles around, brousht o1l the fordly, food in abundence,
bedding ote. Hooc brourhit tonta ond smnll vead cpol stoves. It tms o rerula
wgll o2 a roligious rewivol, but it did not matter vhot
belonsed €o, overyone vent end most all really

S

fo rolliclon—
Zecoed 1ilo the younc follo rent to soo enchother, the pirle
orfendr drosoes l::-.n'm'l:n:‘- Hith ruf~lea and bricht ribbon sashos,

&

tho fpirle ond to ent. [Gobert vao one of the boye nand vont
TOOTONO e

i
<Laf

Jhen Dobort uas fi%%oon yeors oldy, o ~Tont chonece cope inte his life

It ung o Jor thet cempletoly upset the ocuilibores of the fordly, their kindred
and roishboras for miles aoround, b 1t gen 4he '.-.-'vn:zj;_- palnt iz Pobort’s 1ife

It voo tho opportunity fo leam the truth sbeirt Cod's plen for hio children
hers on en*th. It opened ovormee of develenment to his for sols ioproveren
and education. It browrht a difforont 1ife, nev friende cod difforest engtons
ond Iro- all of thaose ho recoived walunble logeens and emparienos vhick
brought ooportimity for gorries h athers. ®Relirion that 4nl'es theo foro of
ocat f-n;,:, -.'E.Lh no ot |‘I',J.nl‘.. in the Loy of worly, Is vory denporsus: Tor eretion
vithout notldon tends 49 moadneos cnd desapir,®

The chanre cooe

: and itis brother sttonded a mooting
held by ‘I‘"- Jormon riiocionorrs in 4 ittie schoal louce on Boclyr Drenche

Riolioond's surmose ralicion. Until thot nirht he van
y“r'.cctl' calblsflc - st he hody but the Coppel truthe vhieh he
heord thet ni~ht sonl: doep imbe his hecrt. lie novor b oiay froo therr the
root af hiig 1ife. Tho Tiders sors Invited 4o bhio hooo "'l'L"'ll-._. thoy touplt the

:"'

principles of Eolyvaifen to Wi ord Aic 2omilyre Then all vho vere old enm urh
werc baptizeds Ilioberd vng bastizod on 16 .,g‘l.r 179¢, by Llder latho: Erearg.

.".-::b-art’ g toctimony of the trutiftlnese of the Churel 2
Doy Salnts or =N strenifer evory doy of niim 1ife.
tmow gy volee" ¢ ne suraly true of Bichrend and hic

I' dasug Christ of Lottor
iﬂt'ﬁ wrde "y cheep
P .

Tho nelrhbore cnd kindred vere po ghocked obout Richermd Joining the

Vormono that thoy . even troat the fortily docont. Nichrond uonted &2

tolze hie fonily to vhere 4lhcr could heve r.uitrm.:ﬂ'.c'_;': of the orranisctions of tho
Churah, bubt it tool: two yonre tn dispose of the l1ittlo
farm, homa ond the fordly nssscesionc thot hed to bo
seld, &6 lenpth they rove most of Lholy posccosoions
stioy and 1Pt Kentuolyr 5 Jovermber, 180070, ond wort to
Thoteher, Arisgono. Defore leavins thoir Hentuelsr home
Boberd ond hia brother wont do the fop of the hill
vhers 1itile Uglter and luey vore burricd. They
8learad tho grass, weeds ond underbrueh ergy and ot
the head just botveenm tho tuo rrovop thay slomted o
srnll Hiclwry nud troo, troetine thot God wonld wotor
1t ond leldp i1 Yo crov e8¢ tlhiot 3% vould shode tho tio
deer onog thot they w ore loaving behind.

in the now pluee Yae n.bi

i} diff'orent; thoy even fi
*:ul" rL"' i"-“t ont===pnd thoy donocd!
411."L.. nover dancod. Tobort scon onpoiled ’_
Aeodomy. Ho 1iled it and the bows and rirls ﬂ hg
owven loorned to doneco.

Robhort alieyns cvan vhen 7o wne fnpry ond

nis erile tonle 1 It vige st ' n donoo in the
vipter of 1000 4) erd T =k Be Yo
b Il - = g 1 “-:1_1.”11 5 f‘ - T T e "-.'I" =
I toa var inproscod by his Hich bo 'I':n -,.:_. men with &
the danee until Ook. ooilc on IS irce, ond o
rmiopion, Tebort ond of wrinkleos of core,

k-

can tirinicle
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Robert soomn chanrod hie
pleee of vorl: and was

i Inspirn-

ctplotred by

The Ingpirption Coppor IMI11

uitod not rolse our fanily in o ldning Comn.
Srou un it euch an onvior: ¢ e made plons to [o
#ve yoora later, i e aonod purny, thie
The Inspiretion Copper Co., u d rrave. ey

: remorbered for thot panr yesre b ieh hiroo ond
m by the thousands every ronth. ‘e bributo 4o hir.

morths: o b
Sinpor sovlng mochine,
boenuse babr Dobbie wee
coning and fothers thogeo
degs rode thelr ovn boby
o did not have
1arg or roody-
glothes, but
I t2ere both

aver tho nro-=

norations.

1 - 1 i ™ = 3=y " 5 o
Baby Robert (our Dobbie ) Our hore in iderd 1015
eanp the 16 of Aprdl 19214
pnd nlthouch babins e beon comdng evory é thore

o boky

mtil he vnm

Ur——pluni:, heo

Le lowesone lams ond

ond e dids
.

sk only enanch meaen
T Lkl -5 whd . ¥ (1}
= T ™o rvoot o Aap
- - ey &
e @ e
= to ': Tyt




bobk— ccrvicres "And vhot ds the
tho Lloyd serriore vas exmctly 085
0 Llcrm ge me as exnotly $25,

o cheel: for thet oooutn. They vore

Uandor? L" it wag. Then
ain to ook the price
=T fdidn'ts Ther I aomld not of rnﬁ
tho .“.'-1.‘-57-.'1:.':; any longor I acid: "™ihy don™s

S aw o, H
you ok it coot? Mic11® said he,
Mibhnt did

1 ;-L-I1‘:r-l:1, o3

eoct?® "Just evory cont vo om®
e T Yeitod i

t. "louic® he soid, ™o think

or mor
or oy

we hnwo beot Laby i

suroly he should hovo the flneot busry in

all thic world!® I bLreathed a sich of rolief
in that coment T Pirst found out o doep
der spot in Lobert's charocter.

ung ever too rood for his

o wonatioes I tmov -4t ver
lehdip on him, snd be overdid hi
iy L

effort 1o ~ive things to us,
childron rret up, I tried €5 fall 4o them
and howo then ses it wvag not ri for thom

o ool too rmich from their fothers

louis, Bobhlic end Jepeph AL
For sane tine Miari hod been n bBroneh the "Lloyd" wicker car:
of' the Globe Yerd, bul MHani vos o mev grou—-
Ing toum and Just pPter ve come thore, thew orpmpfizod it ints o vards  Then they
started to build the nev L.D.G. chapels “ALL of us doniiedy bul Robert spont
QvorYy 5' conld opere to finieh tho eorpontor vorl on this -31.'.11r"11'.,".- i o
trielr ttas bopukifnl .

ho sadond babr, Jeecnh, enne ta our
1016. Thet Chrictono tc to The
gnont tho holidoy vreols Iigberts parcoto.
He ronlly cirjeyod thio wie To vecre 1ot
babr Tuth coane to our homo on 1 4dpril 191,
lhon she vge tip oonthe old e Bpld the
horne in Dovis Ononyon. ‘e vore nleonnir
£a Jdacdroft bt fovmd £Hed
mora months to completeo the
gor e moyed oo Live Gelc and
hou oe for the Tour rovdhs.
hordlnr for oodrud™™s, o vont by toom over
Iountnine to reoch thore. Vo hed a
toon of rovop, Dose pnd Ilell. DBeddy thourht o
Iot of 01d Ilell ond e trected his andnnls vory
L e L T

% oothor dlod in 1216 ond Tother vonted 1o
to Utal, o he hod eritton ug to soc 1

not 1lloc to ecooe hoe and mm the

1:'-'!.;:-::":' Gl wa 1 o ue Gl._.”.‘.:l o
Thoao vore our plo £n e moved
I iard . ‘e mob ".-:~ oodri pt oA o Lorri
Bepe and (M. enidondie of influnenzn van ctriisin- the

Boreral trho himd .‘]_P,rl o £lun ob surrowridine
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wvere broucht to Woodruff for buricls. BSinee [obert vas the only earpentor in
town, he voo preesed nmolcing caskets for thon. It uos the first tine
he hnd ever done thot 1ime of vorl, but he eopt it un for the moxt 25 yoore of

his lifes. He pot Lo bo an ciport ft neldne end decorating thens FPeople cone
from the suwrrounding touns ond insiotod on Fobort moldne uhC ennkeot Mor thelr
departod I"in. Only tiice (froc owd of townm neople vho vers eonnlete sbranpers)

did he ovor teol:e pay for his vork. Je had beon in l.oodraf? only a chort tine
vhon the Armistos wac simed on 11 Ilow. 1217 1o close Vorld Yer I. IS wao o
rreat dey of rejeicing for cll.

weodruff' is a enall
Tfernins eorrmumity rnd
the voter for irricotion
ie toloon ot of the Little
Colorndo River phout
three niles south of
toim. llera a dan foreces
tho uoter into a sctorare
reporvoir fron vhich a
lonp ditch corrios it
to the foras beloswr. Ghen
o moved to Ueodruff the
dart bl boon out for four
vooros The orchords and
oot of the Mfrudt trceo
vers ﬁﬂud nlfalfs fields
fone ond the rround an
The hormo in <oodruf? ce it loolmd whon ve cooo in 1717 dry oo powder. Just ep
we arrived in coodruff
nev dar: Uoc conpleted emd ovoryone ves vorldngs hard to put in fall vheat ond
other ‘crope, bub ve yero ton loto ond fobort did pot pet hieg in bolforoe tho snou
comes 1L 30 on ocr foll end o lons vold vinter vith lote of soov. The
thorboneter steyod way belol? zero, Hipes froze ond bursted cnd I Uos lonesonc
for ny follen vho vwero ronc. The daye scaticd lon vhen I voo ohing in vith the
bobico. Food vns i ond had to be surchased i Iblbrools, then ue hed to buy

elfalfn for the tocoe' and secd for next sprins's erozc. Deppite all, Daddy did
o lot thet vinter, He cleoorod the dead & Prost tha four nora G.Huurd,
orked o the don, diteh grnd flures pmd irpicetion crodit for his
varls Becouoe the yithont
i oo aor and I vas never dencly thore ecain

ks T i ta hic ileovenly lonss e boucht o conr and hnd

5 B o and butter. TLobert urce n sood rordemer ond i tho

afitaye hed the Pinest rorden in tovn nnd our Home tao alw

N

mooh correcus flovers of

chlor ond chobe. Thoro

K 1 na y
Ir|“1'i"-r..5 pome oero 14 i P 2 flax, poo)
different © old=-Porliioned hpliclka a
Thon there inr willow FDP“n—-L:ﬂ? vore none hreottier

: roce roopell TorTdy hile wwainll sleah, to vork
ind cprden before molns to his desrls vorl.

Two years nfter ve moved to lcodruff, 15 Aug. 1920, Robert was made first
councelor to Bishop Jemes Brinkerhoff in the Vcodruff .ard. He held thle office
until Hay S : vae glso o member of the lioodruff Irripation Bonrd for

P
moiy Veors. ake Relipion Class [Hrector of Sposuflake Ctoke orid Super-
ntendent of 1 gl coolieoly

In 1921 we bought the old rock house and eight scre field down by the Bute
{from my Father) nleo a small field on the vest mide of the river from Vietoria

Jockeon



19 - Feb. 1, 1221, sur fourth
baby, lFartha, erms. &he
was blue-eyed, had no

| hair, weirhed 8 pounds
and vas & Hopoy, lowel
c¢hild. &he has aluays
been of ¢heerful dis-
poaition. Bhe was born
gt Holbrook, tvelve miles
from Voodruff. As we had
no doetor in Woodruff 1
ateayed ot liolbrook for
two weelts befors her

arrival.

Another red letter doy in
Daddy'es and my 1ife was

baptized our oldest child,
Hobert Levi.

Vork at home continued on, with four children there vay mepls, washing,
irdning, house cleaning and countless else. Daddy worked late and early in the
garden, fields ond many days on the flooms end irriprction ditch. This use &
problem that eoncumed more time and money than farming did, because each rein,
flood or storm, damaged or vashed sut the ditches znd doms.

One Thursday morning, 26 Oct. 1922, a fine baby boy came to our house.
He weighed 9 pounde and hod beautiful red hmir. When he vas eight deys old, his
father blessed him and nemed him James Lincoln. Two years leter sur son doserh
Richmond was baptized by his father on 9 Aug. 1924, And on lov. 22, 1924,
beautiful baby Elizabeth ceme to cur home. She weirhed only 6 pounds and uas
blesced by her fether at eirht days. G©Ghe wes aliays e frail child.

4de I mentioned previously, Fobert mlwaeys vanted the best for his family.
«e did not hnve modern conveniences thon, no running weter in hones end wood
stoves uvere used for hest end cooking, so sach morning before he vent %o the
fleld, Fobert would see that there wae wood in the house and water brought from
the well for use thet dey. He aluaye plenned to hove an individual vater system
to pipe the water into our home,; and on 4 Feb. 1326, this dresm esme true.
On thet doy they finished #rilling the well on the hill (61 feet through solid
rock) and loying the pipe from the tank to the house. We had a bathroom, hot
and cold weter at the sink, bath end vashroom. Ve vere the first home in Wood-
fuff to ret water piped inlo the house.

Our c¢hildren vere proving up. Bobbie wne ordnined o depcon 7 Feh. 1026
and Buth was beptized Ly her father 4 Aor, 1626. Loter thrt come year, Hobhie
wan o Lrip throuch his 4H pardening vork back to Chiecopo. He raised tometoes
gnd hie foiher wos B preat help with his adwice ond council. Bobhie laft
Voodruf'f' 2€ Ilov. 122 ond returned 7 Deec. of thot venr.

Well, we vere still using ocoel oil lamps in Voodruff and the serub board
for washinge snd the sad irom for all of those stiff colared shirts. FRobert
wented something easler and more convenient for his family and church, so 22 July,
1227, he had en eleciric Koler pleont installed ot his home. ATter thet vo
vashed end ironed nith electrieity ond lighted our home nnd the church bulldinge.

It vae o venderful hels suid Improverient, but very exnensive.

Our baby girl was born 13 Qef® 1027 and bleeced gt 8 days by her fother
with the name of lhrilyn Mathere. Our desughter Morths uss beptized 1 June 1929,
Robert Levi was ordained a tencher 2 June 1920 end James Lincoln was baptized
26 Dot. 1920.



Gur flock of Vhite Leghorm hens in 19350 on the hill
gbove the home.

Tuo years laoter, T June
1931, 1 hed a major
operacion at the Onllup
Hoepital in ¥eu lexica.
My husband hed s mail
controct with J.B. Pace
1o deliver moil from
lolbrook to Heber, Ariz.
go his lif'a vae full
keeping the childran
under control, drivimg
the nall end coming to
goe me vhen he could.
Buth woe only 14 years
old then, but she ond
her father cered for the
home in a vonderful
manner. In [farch of
1952 I hod a territle
slck spell with vnecumonia

and far a time I was rot expected to live. Hot 1 am preatful thot my 147 ves

gpared.

Rebert wae otill on the mail, his cares vorries ond expenses vere many.

It yns ot this time he wvae oblirated to borrow 500 from his life ipournnee.

Elizabeth vns baptized 1% lay 19%% and Varilymn
on 1% Oet. 1039, both by their father. The boys
recelved the Priesthool sten by etops. All the
children went sieomdy to school ond finished the mk
eirhth pgraode in Voodiuff snd then each cne finished
their high achool by riding the bus either 12
miler to Halbroolk or 20 miles to Enowflake.

Ve all wvorked in the lroenizotions of cur
little wards Father alvays toock a leading port.
He alvays oalled the shildren topether night snd
morrdng for family proyers and he set sood exomnles
inMndesr, cheerfulneese, leeping the Uord of
kigdem ond lkeeping the Gaboth Days He loved his
farmily, his neirhbore, his Priende ond hiz enimale.
e sppaciolly loved flovers nnd boauty.

Robert's untiring work as hesd crrpenter
for the Irrigation Uompony never let wp during
his 25 yecra in Woodmaff's Their soter troubles
enly rrew with the vesre. Follds borle the long
4 mile ditch opd woehed out sinhons ond flumes.
Bobert suncrvised and helped put them back year
af'ter year. Becsuss of hie efforte onoe of tha
fiumea ven ammed the Tson Flume. BRobert paid
1% irripotion tex on overy acre of rround thot
bhe formed until 1 July 1925 vhen the debt of

Our family 1956

Un the left 1n 014
Nig, fshter's pet
horse. If horses
are in Hegven, I am
sure that fether
¥ill hove him there.
Hera MHarthp ond
Lincoln nre going
for a ride.
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$100,000 for building the
loot dem was poid of'f.
Thet day Voodrulf had a
great home coming ond
dedientisn of ths dam.

Rabert went back to dri-
ving meil. Thip time
he-hod 2 soptract with
Mre Udnll for the route
f'ron liolbrocl: to (Thite
River and lellory. On
Eept. 9, 132, ha 1at
oitt ti'a nong, Josaph

and Hobert tale the

mnil route. Tio moekod PR—
bandite stored o doy- The Isen rlume

= ;
light robbery on the bail truck at Bull Hollow. They eut " mall sacke and pot
oy siith 222,250 of noyroll soney for the liefinry Lusber Co. BHob and Joe were
laft vith their hands ticd behind them and their feet tied togethor beside

E

the mail truck. Fopers and letters vere flying everyvhere.

Before thie tinme, Bob
had finished o 27 month
mission in Texan, he
and Futh weare both
marricd ond Joseph was
attending college ot
the Univorsity of Ariz.
Buth had rone tuo yvears
to the University cond
liartha gterted her college
ct Flaretafl.

Robert hod slvays been

g prent hond to tale

the family on trips

when he could manare

both the tlrme and money
at onge. Lo went to the
Eatrilied forest many
times; up the conyon for
pienica and to 54z Hile
on the Colorado, to rother smsl]l bhlaek wolnpts end uwild cropes.  Ua went doun ta
Yean to szee the Arizonn temple during ite construction ond several tirce 1o vent
to the Orend Conyon. Ons time we stoved o vesl: ot the Canyon and heard erch
nipht difforent leeluren by the Renpes about the formation, the plonts snd Indian
1ife of the Canyon. Dobert hod plonned all of our merried 1if'e to domeday ro
bocl: to Hembueley to sse the old home, the hille of his childhood and his linfollk.
e did thia in 1740. le loft hore in sur new Chevrolet ear in July 1940, and
wore rone seven Ueekes Lincoln sond fnrilym went too. Ve troveled 7,000 miles,
gvercsied 21 rniles to the pallon on pop nnd ocome howme with Srleona eir in o all

five tires. It toe o venderful trips

The old mall truck plowimg throush theo enow nt Nelnyy
1040

First ve vent to poc fobert's cousin, Isamc Izon who lived in Isomwille,
Eontuely. He glunvs sold Ienae wee his Powordte consin, T supnnee 14 vae
becouce there ‘o< only one yoors difference in tholr zre ond thwey hod pleyod
torothor, slont fopether ond beon almost inespernble fro~ boby doys untll the
time thet Bobert come to irisenn ot tho areof 17i Isanc did not low that ve
trere comdnyt amd whict e s it o o ace Tobort ofter 45 years aboence.

1 neveor po: zmon eobrace; kies cpnehother pnd wesp me 1 sou them then. Ovor end
d W :

yver hea would goy, “Ia this reclly little Bobbie diile to me he unaa lorpa
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welly, the prendperents, uncleos ond ounte
hod 2ll nhoe: on, but thore vere mony
couglne, thaurh nll of theo verc old pen ond

after so beny vears, bubk we had n

ul tirme nnd thoy trected us rovel.
e hu:es; vont to the c;wntrrv
ond tool pieturepn of the rrondparents ~revos
end spent a lot of tine ot Mobert's child-
hood homeatead. The houze had been torn

dovmi. Unly the barm and wvell vere otill
there. The well ves 24111 in uee thourh,
: :

ond wo
tig 14

well sheded by n hure hickery nut tree thot

'y oold vater. The

e Froves vere

Hobert hrnd plented o o fuat

before leaving for Arisomn. The blackberrice
Hore ripe everyvhere snd rmy vhot o feast we
did have. e spent thres veels in Hentuely,
then vent to Pontise, Michipnn to visit mv
brother Joseph. .o sev rore Izon cousins

in Bethal, Ohioc, visited ashington, D.C.

ond then went o 4o the Atlentic Ccegn nt

Iarrtle Boech, South Conroling, Robert hnd
gpent a lot af mo hore uhile en hie
fiis=sion. ‘e brthod
nd
%

ol

in the rrect ooesn,
potliered ghellp ond thrilled to bknou thaot ve
had been fro the Pacific in theo Vieet to tho

Atlentie in the bast. Pron here we tool:
the coast drive to aevannuh, Ceorsle ond dowvm
s e oeeon there throush benutiful Pelm

Then we turncd the car Vest and ecme hore. ¢ found 81l well vhen we

&

&

i
b

vere rreatful for our long, safe ond pleascnt Journey.

o *‘__ﬁ\'.-"l'r

ogt and nasrth of
n lorpe truel: loada
L he out tuvo rowe
then fitted the
v'ond 6n tap of tho 1
s Orronsing the bloel, red, yellow
vood into a booutiful net

T

g | BT 5
on cohinleted o

as a monasent to his nooe £

ie hooe hnd alvoye been lerpe; four
bedroome, full size bosanent, lorpe dindng
roon and litehen combined; front room,

bath, hnlls snd vmahroom. Although it

hod nevor boon finichod outaide, veo had

mode many losrovenconts lngide every slnce
we bought the home in 1921. Hov ue Tinished
the extoriar. HRobert plastersd ond stuckeed
the outside walle vhite omd ot on blue
shuttors as trin. It loolod wory pretiy

with lavn and Clowert

nd Tho crrred val
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it looked when we
finlahead 1t

raioed

hnd

aettlenent,
"Placlie®
elia®,

arms th il the
e L

to ma

Drogd Nivers and =
Taona

apuntlien

o

ox
pharn

arg in moct

the

I e i . F
hen we left Cumberland
- T 4. 13 P 1 "
ve want Lo ccott Louncy,
1

did soms
ct the
use and

s
]

AECnT
fallaved the

*Dlue Ridre sounteins of
Tirpinia®™ by the ®rodl of
the Lonchorc Pine® into
Elllett Gmm‘tw and again
wicited Coupin Llbort and

leane and o '. rore for
Jjuct & ferr daye. Tt ums
foll and the nuts were ripe
Hotr the ¢hil loved to
ather ther They rothered
13 L g 1 8
: ; "
conn | d L nler nto
baat hi Lo its o HUere Song

over thr

LGLELE

t Yirpinia., The
Wilderness
Cumberland

Eemtuscld!
boundry from north to

In October of 19 ere wvaa to De g bip
IToon end Cormetd on in Letcher County,

Fy. ond our Einfolks were uryp to

attand

Just one

Cing ue
2000 milea in

didn‘t inow

arain

B3 T

T i .. ~T - T s Ead §
iglt Tho gl alelo] 1 subrdtted a
storty ol O O Dafezing contos
3 . araEing et
to be our ansvaor, Tor

I

oil for

yelenr,
LEILY

'L s

0T

Hemty

ras
to

went

e

It weas fall ond © and yellow folape
vag beautiful, e went by Corlsbad Caverns
end enjoyod thet mosterpicoe of ansture, WHe

tha three rirle. l'srth
Harilwm with us

ims He snme into Kemtuecky through the

Cumnboriand Cep ond sj.r the mirkty l"=_,=_-'.:-r--'-‘[|'-_.-1.ﬁ
Falls. Coming firot to TF-T.ﬁ:ll'l' Coumnty we

ghoyed with Unele MNexander and Aunt ,-._.;1:-11_-1-_-'_,5_
Ison. Yes, the Ison ond Cornett Reunion wves

e

afair. The rirle morveled thot ths

Y
8 topether ni

ey lson oRes. e

stay

L BOESTLL & « 3
rather i
Tolis

bed

I olst UfL‘. md Fre

ail they clin

ALk

YT

JI.-\.r
horios anong
T""'-:I 4‘"'\-||_r|

lm, How

us

t L'Ig‘
in all

q ies ond ro

name

vas opemed

=Xy

nch
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Ppos. [io prectine wos ™iell Unels Dob L
I havo proyed tho froot off from your fine cooe soteh just oe long me I couldi™
IL vas the Tirst of llovember o tnc EOrCan Van eivde. t wps bnhauiﬂul and cleor.
ilabody in lioodruff could equal Rebert's molasser ert. lle eluavs did the roiling
for the meichbtors.

—, | 8+ - =
FETines , 4071

-1 e i e dh Frer s 1 e
DL CHACL oW Davo GO a

but he mever comploined aliowh not heving ony pep. The nelphbore vanted him 4o
] ; - . \ :
do small jobo of corpenter vorlc ns he had aluays done for them. e was vorking

at Jomes [’r'lrd’r'r'1'|m"j“ﬂ hone when the rood crev come-ond wanted hic to superdice
, bridre buildine sroject noor teiun, ond thewr put the pressure on hin to pe helyn.

But father uvasn't well 1% was plain to eec. Ho hadn't 2alt food all surmer

I did pot went 5 to o for the weather vns eold, 4t was outcide vorl: ond he
uasn't vell, but fether never said no to -n‘;bod;, go he wvorled for tuvo venls
until the bridge vac completod-—ond go Uee he.

ilhen he returned he reve up ond layed on the couch all dey then, in the
evenins he would go oub to cubt- g little weod and bring it in. " our boye vere
all one then. Bobort, Josesh and Muwth vera marrinﬂ, Lineoln wac stitendine
sshool im Terpe and Uarthe woes ctavizr with Buth in Chendler. Only FDliznbeth
i tere ot hote and theyr rode the buec to Holbroan!: Hirh so never rot hone
Pother wonldn'™t let me peot the vesd in.

ben I asl: bis if e was-s

iel or burt nnyvhere, ho nlvaye anid no, “hat he
had token g little cold nnd Jjuct vanted o lio dovm -wot of the tire.

I'l; vas the latter sert of* Pebruary 1047

&l

y the 100 Centenniml veor for the
Helief Soeiety, and all of tlu:' churelr vns eelebrating. PBach uerd ix our Stole
.'11t".‘_-_ on m popent ond while arch 17 18 the resl birthdar of Telie
oty bhe different '-:*_1'-'1!‘ hot o ohort thelr celebrotions the lact o
X the Ldoke Poard could nitend nll of the word celebratione. t wne
Yoodruff'c nicht nand I hod helped g loct lot vith the nlamnine of the pnrent.
Cveryone in our littls toun mould pos Einee I ves o necber of thee E-:}En-.;l‘._"].n:_l:-.
:'ﬁr‘.'-.w. fielief Uoeicty Doord st thot tdne, T did vent Father to attend ond urpod
hinn €0 fo uvlih ne, tut he enid he didn't foel lile it. He would rether remain
an .'-'L bed, then I planned to otoy with hinm »t lheme, bul both he end the prosram
i

tos put the pregsure on —e te gitend the parent, o I tent. “hen I

I._l
returned he weg acleep ond both of ue apsorently clept oll ' nisht, but the next
marnine Roberl wes not eblo to peb outiof bed. bBooetize durins the sirht he
had n chtrole and Wig risHt side ves peralized. mth and Linceln hod corme to
rvigit us on the mirht of the oot gn tre teolt hirm ta Dr. o Halhroalr

as theo doctor uould not 1¥a
cer gnd toole hiv 9+ éomlort.
normal sizoc end Fave hin pedicd
e‘vcr".r ether day. He Irprowved
fl irht 1inp, Fed M

> aTTlce to oomg o Uoodrufs O T
vae onlorped tulee its
bacl: for 10 phots, onn
y could welle vith only
el with his | hemd nnd oven vent to Jriecthool

e 'trl_':,'_'_ and etvreh the Demdey nltcr taldng aat ghot.

o and Lineoln

we bore all oo lwmppy thob he vostetting vell.
i & Qs Uorses

wert boeol: Lo echools [lartha anpe heno 4o help o 2ee  ando
He hed p terribls»ain in
bils wight side, "o vent
baelk to the doctor. le

aald thare vos nath
thnt ho couvld dos 1 nsl
birs 4o pive opother 10

shote, but he soid thet

he could not tale more.

The doctor fove me o poin
Hiling nedieine, Iut it
did not relsave him F*r‘l:fc
llg eoguld
he wonld
gat in Led.
ghayod in bed one do
Uod. tnreh 1Hh and early

in the norning houre of

2th he left upa

Harch
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I vae shockeds T didn't expeet hin to ro, thinldne thot our foith end
preyers vould leep him. There is o pessape in the Doctrine end Covomants vhich
unys; "I any are sick emong you, ¢all in the Llders and have then omoint them
with oil and blesc them, and if they nre not apmointed unte deoth, they shall
get vell." Yo did hove the Elderss Thot very night our DBishoprie adeinistored
to him end I hed Laith he vould ret well. I could not helieve thet he would
leave us, but I had tp accept "Be et1ll ond Mnov 4thot I an Cod."

s funerel vas beautiful, if there 45 such as & besutiful fumeral. It
wune the lerpest cver held in Usodruff. The whole rarrounding country came,
The children vera all precent, and vy tve eisters lydic ond Duth. His brothers
fro: Thotcher were there nlso, but hies mother (ere 33) ves not nble to come.

Dre ilcal Heywood, my brother in lowv, and a eco-worker vith Dr. Depla 4old
me after Robert wne laid muay, thot they were eortain hie desth vas coused by
cancer ol Lthe livor.

He weg burried i Loodruff Cemetary lnreh 22, 1042, Uitk a frest strurrle

k
I hod to belleve “he was apscinted unto death® and excent the foll

Q

=
=
e
s

*To belons whooly to the nost ie o Putal thinre. The
past can never live groin exeept in nemory. Ite shadow
is with ue yet, but its reality belonre to the ores thst
never reture....lieicher God nor man -ay slter the record
of vhat has rone before."

Richard L. Evons.

N




