ARCHIBALD ISON

Anchive Reconrd

The gheat-grandfather of Robert Lee Tson and Isaac Tson was our
emighant ancestor from Vagimla to nonth-eastern Kentucky. "In May, 1779
the Vinginia Assembly enacted a Law opening Kentucky to general settlement
by survey, entry and restdence the same yaar the Grand Assembly passed
an act for making and opening a road over the Cumbertand Mountains into
Kentucky,

This road was opened December 1, 1781, it was through the CLinch
settlement by the Cumberland Gap, this was the Wilderness Road over which
an unexampled tride of emighants powred far more than Zen Eéém." As eanty
as 1796 some of owr Ison kinfolk came from Montgomeny County, Vinginia to
the Cumberland Mountains on a hunting Znip and by 1804 Geroge Gideon Tson
moved his family 2o what is now Letcher County. .

Archibald Tson was born 1780 in Vinginia (§rom 1850 census of
Lawnence County, Kentucky, age 70 year). His home was Staney €reek, -now
Scott County. AL the time of his binth it woutd have been Wcz/sh,éng,tqn
County, Virginia. 1%t 4is about one (1) mife trom Fort Blackmore on the
CLinch River near Castlewood. 1 visited Stoney Creek in 1956-a£ the homes
ane gone but not the Large, smooth stones. grom the creek, they will remain
6(5)10:\101 and 4t was rightly named fon there wene thousands 0f these stones
completely Lined both sides and the bottom of the Little clear &tream as
At Tnickled its' way on and on as ilvers flow on forever. It was a pretty
place, the ground was covered with grass and Large green trees stood every
where and a Lonely ona—huorﬁ Schoo¥hosse, weathen beaten and deserted was

a few feet from the banks of Stoney Creek. 1 sat on the stump of a Large




tree and remindised, stonies of those Zong—ago Pioneens naced through
my mind. '

1 brought from the cneek one (1) Large, smooth sione and grom the
clump of thees a piece of hard wood, they are souvenins in my Museuwn.

Anchibald Tson was the son of John Ison and Lucy on Charles Ison and
Jane, strange that aften all these years of nesearch that we cannot say
 for sure but, Southern Reconds cannot be found, due fo pioneer conditions,
poor schools and the CLuil War when A0 many Cowrthouses were burned and
Zhe neconds went up in smoke taking away the names and dates we need 40
badty today.

Family Tradition give his parents as John Ison, Jn and Lucy--son of
John 1son, Sh. and Martha Efizabeth Huff, who was the Aonfbﬁ Gideon Ison
04 Shropshine, England.

The Tson family both in Letcher and Lawrence Counties have the same
tradition but, the recent finding of a WiLL in Scott County, Virginia seems
to say that Archibalds parents were Charles and Jane-1 am putting a copy
04 WLLL in herne also, papers of settlements of Jane'A>Pnapanty agten
bothher and Charles were dead.

Anchibatd Tson mawnied Mary (Polly) GilLiam in Virginia about 18012
She was zhe daughtern of Martin Gilliam, Sk. They had nine sons and one
daughten, viz: Charles, w&zziam, Mantin, Ina, Isaac, Byrdine, Docton,
Angualus, Tsom and ELizabeth Ison. Thein 7th son, Doctor was boan
Februany 24, 181§ and this was the yearn that he, Archibald and his two (2)
okden boys, Charles and Wilkliam with his brother Charles, stanted fon

Kentucky. They Zook the Wifdermess Road, going thru Cumberland Gap, coming

into south-east Kentucky. Henre he visitéd Ison hin who came to the
state .in 1804. The Land was pretty well taken up there so0 Anchibald and

his party went to the head of the Kehtuchy.Rivan and drifted down to the



nonth-east of the state o what was then Lawnence County. Then here they
cleared a Little fand, planted some conn and built a small Log cabin.

When the corn was ready they harvestid it and netunned to Vingénia for
thein families. The next spring Archibald and some of thein neighbons
brought thein all to Kentucky. Everyone walked except the Mothers and
babies. '

Docton Ison akways Zold how he rode in his Mother's 4&1}0- and she was
honseback, grnom 0&d Virginia over the Cumberkand Mountains to Kentuchky
when he was one (1) year old, there were no hoads then, only trails which
were dangerous in many places, even for the pack animals. They brought
apple trees, tied Zo thein pack saddfes and when the trees were planted
An uingin s0dl, their grnowth was wonderful. Some ghew Jto-%"d/tiy (40) feet
and the £ast one blLew downin the spriing of 1835 being one hundred sixteech
(116) geans o8d,

" Five (5) setitlens came to this part of he state &n 1819 thein claims
were from three (3) to five (5) miles apart. They were: Archibald Tson
his Land and Log cabin was at the forks of the Newcomb Riwer. John Riddle
settled on the Left-hand fork of Newcomb. WiLLiam Thompson took up his
Land on Ryan Creek. James Eldridge settled on night-hand gonk of Ne'wcomb
River, James Fraley was bekow the fonks of the Newcomb River..

The social gathering fo{a'ce_ was at the home of Archibdld Ison each
Sa;ttfnday afternoon. The menfolk would meet and go hunting. Bear, deex,
habbit, squirnel, coon, oppssumy ghoundhog and pheasants were pﬁentiﬁ@ﬂ
and the streams were full of the fénest §ish, by evening the men would

bring in thein game. Then, Sunday moaning all the {amilies would come

and what a day of Social e\)em, all would enfoy together. The Ladies doing

the cooking and the men had thein dninks of whisky and brandy--big dinnex,
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musie and dancing. Charley Gilliam-and Henry Buckner were the best
giddlesns in all zthe country wround. Laten, WillLiam Gilliam was the fiddlen
and his sistern Fudith was Zhe best dancenr.

The stony is told of Archibald going hunting one day and for some
heason he did not want his dog to go 40, he tied him shont and Left him
at home. Soon; he found and shot a Lange buck deer, it ell as if dead
~ then jumped up and fiencely attack him. Anchibald had no time or
distance to fight the deer. So, fon protection he took refuge behind a
Larnge tree, the deer immediately charged, knocking bark of4 the_i&unk
then came the game of merry-go-round as he cincled its' Lange trunk,
followed at his heels was the angrny deern. 1t was getiting mighty danger-
ous ahd not at all funny when here came his faithful hunté%@ dog, he had
chewed the hope into and now saved the Life of his master. Anchibald
was gorever greatful.

The §inst school was near his home, he gave the Land and helped
build the Log schoothouse fwwmished with split Log seats and puncheon-
§loon, Large fineplace, completely across one end. The open water well
was Lined with beautiful cut sfones and today (1958) that well s£{LL
stands being all that is £e5£ of the Pioneen Schoolhouse. Buf, it
reminds us that ourn ancestorns were hungry for knowledge and did not want
thein children to grow up in Lgnorance butlihe country was too new to
funish teachens who could teach so0 the Learning was megar. 1 think all’
04 his children could read enough to get comfornt from the BiblLe-and that
was about the only book they had for many years. Occasionally a baék
dated newspapern found £48' way into that far away hilly country and how
eagenly it's contents were devoured by every family for miles around..

later, the most famous texthooks weste MeGufdfey's Readens, they wene



dearky foved by both teachens and pupils. -The ofd ELementary Blue-
backed Spelling book even came before MeGuffey's.

Anchibald had many Large thacts of Land in Morgan & Lawnence Counties,
the inst we find rnecorddd on Land Grant Records in Octobern 26, 1822, then
again on September 16, 1827 and anothen one in 1825 this was s.igned by
Gov. James T. Morehead, he took up 140 aches on Decembern 22, 1865 in
Morngan County, on this Grant was placed the State Seal it was made 04
paper and fastened to the Grant with a red sealing wax. His Last tract
-0f Land was Zaken up four (4) yearns before ELLLoL County was created from
parts of Mongan, Lawrence & Casitern Counties under the act as p&AAad by
the Legisfature, April 1, 1869. As was previously stated, Anchibald had
nine (9) sons and all came withhim to Kentucky. They marnéed there and
each one fook up Lange thacts of Land and built homes, raised big famifies.
So when ELLLoXL County was fonmed the Tson family owned almost every foot
04 Land in that county and some in the 0Ld counties of FLoyd, Morgan,
Cantern & Lawrence. ELLLoZEt County was named fosr John M. ERLLotE, he was
then Judge of the Cournt of Appeats, and had also come from the Clinch River
section in Scott County, Vinginia.

ARCHTBALD and MARY GILLIAM ISON

DESCENDANTS

Chartes Tson-14% son 0§ Anchibald and Mary GitLiam Ison born 1502,
Scott County, Virnginia. Mawied Lucinda (Lucy) daughtern of Archibald -
Day, he took a Grant of Land in what is now Canter County, Kenfucky, nean
Grayson where he built his home and they had eight (8) chiﬁdnen:Hehny,
George, Joshua, Eﬂizabeih, Lucinda, Gfsa, Nancy and Annie.

William Ison-2nd son mawiied Hettie Haﬁittan daughten of Edwand
Hamilton, his Land was on Paint Creeh in Mongan County, Kentucky. They
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Elizabeth, Lucinda and Willian,




Martin 1son-3nd son, mariied Naney Sparks daughter of Robert Spaiks.
He had Land and home on the right gork of the Newcomb River, thiee méiles
grom zhe forks, in ELLLoLt County. They had nine (9) children, namely-
Chanles, William, Joshua, Byndine, Ruben, Martin, Sidney, Nancy and Grace,

Tha Tson-4ih son, mawied Zina 8parks daﬁghieh 04 Levd Sparks and
Sally Lyons. Their Land was on the Left hand fork of Little Sandy River,
just seven (7) miles from Sandy Hook, ELLLott County. Theix ckiﬂdnen wene
Zen (10) in number, as follows-Nelson, Argalus, Sarah, -Emily, Johy, Tna,
Marntin, David, Doctor, and Igaac.

Issac Tson-5th son, Marnied Annie Hamilton daughter of Edward HamilLion.

He fook up Land on Paint Creek in Morgan County, Kentucky. They raised a
family of seven (7) children, viz.--Docton, Hamilton, Marg. Ann, Susan Jane,
Anchibdld, WiLliam and ELLLoLL.

Burdine Ison-6th son, mawnied Cyntha Hannah daughtern of Joseph Hannah
& Nancy Hamilton. Thékn home and Land was on Middle fork of Little Sandy
River, about ﬂida (5) mites east of Tsonville, ELLioLt County, Kentucky.
They had nine (9) children, viz.--Doctor, Burdine, Rilda, Anchibald, Sythe,
Syntha, Nancy, Martha Jane and Sarah. |

Doctor Ison-7th son, manied ELizabeth Fraley daughtern of Isaac
Fraley & Cathenine Shoemaker. Thein Land was one (1) mile noith of his
gathené place, near the fonks of the Newcomb Réver in E&LLott County,
Kentucky. They had zen (10) chifdnen, as follows-Anderson, Samuel, Briton,
Phoebie Jane, Allen, Madison, Aaron, Josephine, Richmond, Hufda and
Marnion Franeds.

Angalus Tson-8th son, of Archibald & Marny, marnied Mang Hannah,
daughtern of Joseph Hannah and Nancy Hamifton. His Land was east side of

his fathers place neat forks of the Newcomb inm ELLLott County, Kentucky.
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His childnen werne seven (7) in numben--Isabelle (Ibbie), Sarah, Pauline,
Susan, Argatus, John M. and ELizabeth.
Tsom Tson-9th son, boan Aprif §, 1823, died June 24, 1880. He
mannied Tsabelle Hannah daughter of Joseph Hannah and Nancy Hamilion. Their
ten (10) children were--Ebinezen, Nancy, Many, William, ELizabeth,
Spencer, Benjamin, Isabellfe, Sarah and Isaac. He had fLand Ln Carter County,
. Kentucky. And his marriage 44 on the Carten Reconds, but aften the death
of his mothen, he came fo Isonville and Lived with his gather in the old
-home place. He cared for his father untif he passed away and his father
deeded the home and Land to him, October Znd, 1871 this is the Tson Home
that sill stands in whdt {8 now Isonuville, ELLLott €olutyfyKentucky.
Elizabeth Ison, The 10th child and ongy daughtern of Archibakd & Many
born 1835, died 18§81, Mawied 15%, David Waggoner, son of Adam Waggoner
§ Hannah Canten, they Lived nearn the mouth of Bruen Creek which empties
into the Sandy River in Canten County, Kentucky. Children by hern §inst
husband wene--Tsom, Marny, Daniel, ELizabeth and Archibald Waggonen.
ELizabeth muuvied Znd, ELisha Lewis, son of Nathan Lewis & Judy Steadham.
They Lived on Spruce Branch near the mouth of Newcomb River, in ELLLoZE

County. Thein children werne Judy, Levina, Rena and MiLford Lewdis.

Pioneer conditions was not the "Primnose Path". The Indians were sLLLL
thecherous s0, with thein guns always at thein side each member of the -
family was to work unitedly todether o provide the bare neceAAi;ieA 0§
Life. Men, women and children wonrked in the §ields together and at that,
food stuff was not so big a problem as shoes, clothing and beddimg. ALL
went bamw footed in the summer and the Long tailf shirnt was practically all

the clothing worn by the men and boys in wanm weathex, each family had a

o



small bunch of sheep, they sheared, washed, carded and spun the wool into
yarm then knit stockings forn winten wear as wellf as wove woolen and Lincey
aMﬂL@&Amﬁm,cﬂaéu,mmﬁéwdm blankets and counterpanes oh spreads
then the §Locks of geese and ducks kept them in feather beds and pilLlows.
But, akl these tock more work than ouwr children of today can imagine ox
would be willing to do today. They ewen raised flax, #iis was cut, dried
and run through the §Rdx brake then spun into Linen cloth 4£0m which they
wove the Tow clothes or made them, Lucky was the man or boy who could
boast of a Tow sult on patr of Lthousers.

Many times 1 have fLooked at the picture of George WaAhingfon on the
sdgnens of "Declaration of Independence” all were dressed in White
Breeches and 1 wondered how in those early days they couldh-have such nice
Looking white pants, now T know that they were lome-made LinenTow Frousers.

The Community Blacksmith shop of those days represented cur Garage of
today and the Blacksmith set the iron tien to the wheel of the great
Prainie Schooneﬁ as the workens in the Garage f§£x owr nubbern carn tirnes
today. Anchibald seemed to have done very well finacially for about thirnty
yeans aften he came to Kentucky he and his son Tsom built a fLarge new
home fust east of the finst Little Rog cabin whene the family had been
naised. 1t was made of yellow, hand hewn, poplLar Logs, 6onié-5eet Long.
The house was 40 feet square, fwo (2) sitonies high with four (4) Large
4ireplaces, two (2) bekow and two -(2) above with an eight-foot chimaey
running through the centen of the house, there was a twenty-4oot porch
running acnoss the east end of the house.

This was the home that Mary & Arnchibald died in, but Mary went away

many years before hen husband and she was buried in the graveyard of her
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own choosing, a small plot of Land on the south side of the hillL some fonty
(40) nods west of thein home, it had been her cotfon patch and she asked
Lhem to bury hen there. We hnow very Little about owr great-ghandmother
Mary, but she was Large .in statue, as many of her kin folk are today. She
had blue eyes and must have been a wondenful Mother, o have raised nine(9)
stalwarnt sons and one daughtern, who she named Elizabeth, perhaps that was
 her Mother's name, She must have been a good Doctor and nurse for all hen
chitdren grew to matunity, manied and had Large families.

Anchibald Lived with kis youngest son, Isom, for many years after the
death of Ma/zQ. It was the custom then and sl is8 for Zhe youngest son
to care for theirn parents in theirn old-age and then the home was always
given o them s0, Tsom raised his family in the fLarge, new Tson Home that
stands Today (1958) in Isonuville, ELLLOZE County, Kentucky.

The town andrPoAI Office was named, yeans Later, for the early
pioneer, Archiblad Tson, who §inst settled there in 1818. Many years
Laten Taom's children sold the 0£d Home to Henny Wheeler in 1907. 1In 1949
Wi, WheelLen Zook me through the home 1 climbed the narrow Little sitairway,
the oniginal one, to the upper two Large rooms, saw the great fineplace and
eight-foot chimey, the oniginal white poplar poles that showed in portion
04 wall and he gave me a picture of the 04d Home, 1 shatl pat a copy of it
£n this book, as it is sacred to me.

We have no deginite death date fon Archibald Ison, but on the Deed’
Recond 4in the Courthouse at Sandy Hook,ELLiott County I found d‘?f?,e.d signed
by Archibald Ison giving Zo his son, Isom, the Land and Home place. This
was dated October 2, 1871. So, his death would have been after this date,

he s buried by the side of Many, they have no maskens, wiih dates on them,
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But, Lange nough stones at each grave. Two other graves:are in the Little
famiky cemetery a baby named Isaac, son of Tsom & Isabelle Hannah Tson.
When they were Laying Zhe baby away, water nun into the grave and Tsom said
"This 48 not a §it place to be buried in, but if it is good enough for

my Mother, my Father and my child, it is good enough for me". So, Isom was
buried there June 25, 1880.

And we come Zo the close of Archibald Tson's Eanth Schook. He was

a good husband, a kind father, a great friend and neighbor and a Wonderdud

Pioneen--his eanthly body Lies in an unmatked grave about fonty (40) rods
west from his home on the south side of the hill, five nods from the
State Highway Kéntuaky No. 32. But his Spirit Lives on in his Heavenly
Home with Mary and all the children, each of them Left hefe“many yeans
ago. And, his Last grandehild, Milford Lewis, died June 12, 1946.



DOCTOR 1SON AND ELIZABETH FRALEY ISON

Docton Ison, owe gruandgather, was the 7th son of Axrchibald and
Mary GilLiam Ison. He came grom OLd Virginda to Kentuchy in his Mother's
Lap when he was one (1) ym ofd, There he grew £o manhood and mariied
Elizabeth Fraley, May 5, 1845, she was the daughter of Isaac Fraley and
Cathenrine Shoemaker Fraley. When 1 was hesearching in Lawn;mce County,
Kentucky. 1In the County neconds at the Counthouse, 1 found a small yellfow
paper aged and warn, Lt was Lin theirn early mawriage reconds, I made a
copy o4 same and herne Lt is:

TRUE COPY
"Mi. Macher deer sir you may give Docton fzon a
par of Lisings for him and my Daughten Elezabth Fraley
and this my name shall be your hect. this 3 day of may 1845."
_ Isaac Fraley

1 was thrnilled over the finding of this bit of paper written s0
many years ago and to see the signature of owr direct ancestor, they were
happy, hard working Ploneens. l

Docton Tson was neported as being a very kind man o his éam/él},y, his
friends, neighbors and expecially kind and helpful to his wife who had a
Lange gamily o4 boys and Med two (2) daughters, their home was made of
2.09.4, haveing two (3) Large rooms, 1§ feet by 18 feet with a hall between
the nooms, open at both ends s0 one could drive through it. But, nd/thm
room had a door opening into the hatl, there w@ only one door in each
room and they opened outside s0 to go from rnoom Zo room.one would have to
go oul doons and wall around, there wad no windows £n the house, fust g

small hole cut in the wall by the fireplace with a small wooden doon to



A% that Granny could open and shut as she Liked. 1t was her sewing window
for nememben, she made all the cZoﬂuLng by hand for a family of eleven (11)
people and §inst had to wash, card, and spin the wool then weave (it into cloth.,

A Lange dining table, made of hand split Logs, was in the center of the
west room and two doublLe beds, with great feather ticks, was in the east
end and the east noom of their home was for company and it had three beds
_An £t and a Large fireplace completely acthoss one end. There was anothen
fireplace just Like £t in the other noom, here Granny did all her cooking
401 she never had a cook stove in her Life, her cooking and baking was done
An Large iron kettles and the ofd Inon Ditch oven on the Large nock heanth
with Live coals unden the oven and on top of the Lid.

Doctorn was always kind, helpful to Bettie, as he catled her, he was
handy and made her many Modern Conveniences, of her day and Zime: The
wooden tub, wooden buckets all with handles of wood, ihe hickony chains
with woven hickony bark bottoms, but the most outstanding of his handy
work was "Grannies Fat Trough', made from a hollowed-out white walnut Log,
it was 6 feet Long by 1§ inches wide and 14 inches deep, it would hotd
200 pounds of Lard and it was neven emply, it was kept in the smoke house.

Hern pot nack was made o‘uz of wood with wooden pegs for the iron hettles
Lo hang on, she would say "My pot rack hangs and bears but never bLossoms".
Before making thein home, Docton built a Large brick kill and buwned a Lot
04 red biick. These wene the §inst in the country and were used in making
the fwo Large chimneys in their home and also fon foundation and,,a,(bthough
the ofd home has been nebuilt, those same ned brick have been used ;én the
new home and can be seen 4n good condition today.

Docton did not Pive to he an ofd man he died at 65 and from abl

desciiptions vf whal Llook him away, he must have had Cancer of #he Liver.



During his Life time he was a Peace Maker and the promise of our Savioun
An His Sermon on the Mount, could very well be one of Doctors blessings.
"Beessed are the Peace Makens for they shall be called the children of God."
At the time ¢ his passing he nequested that clasped hands be cut on his
Headstone as a neminder o his childien and children's childnen that thein
fathen wished them to always keep on friendly terms with one apother and
always be willing to give all a brothesaly handshake. ‘

1 made a pencil copy of his Headé;tono_ with the hands that are cut on
At when T visdited his gave in July 1940 s0 to show that his dying wish
had been ghanted,

Elizabeth's parents, Isaac & Catherine Shoemaker Fraley, came from
Scott County, Vinginia in 1818 to the Newcomb Fork of the;ﬁﬂ;@e Sandy
Rivern in Lawrence County, Kentucky. They had efeven (11) children and
Elizabeth is thein fourth (4th) child she was born in Kentucky and Lived
ZZ-yea/w Longen than hern husbamd. Hen grandchifdren all Loved to go spend
the night at Grannies. 1 have oftéimes heard both Robert & Isaac 2ell
what a theat it was how they Loved fo climb up the Ladder to the Loft where
Grannie kept thiee (3) beds made down on the gLoorn. She had a stroke seven
(7) years before hern death and never walked again but spent the 'fLeA/;f of
hern Life in a chain. Hern son Samuel moved his family o her hohe,éo& she
déd not want to Leave hen home, and he caned fon his Mothen the nest
of her Lige.

She died on the 24th of March 1904 and is buried by her husband 'on
the 0£d Home place in Isonville, ELLLoEE County, Kentuchy.

Wnitien by: Louwie S. Taan

Wife vf Roberd & Lsaac I1son
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LIFE STORY OF RICHMOND 1SON
. 5y

Louie May Savage Tson

Richmond was the sixth child of Doctorn and Efizabeth Fraley Ison.

He was born 28 Februany 1859 in what was then called Newcomb (though the

- posZL office has now been changed to Isonuille) ELLLott County, Kentucky.

He married Martha Rice, the daughter of Geonge Rice and Ester Hunst, on

13 February 1879. When Richmond manried, his father gave him 75 aches of

Land on Rocky Branch, a tributary of the Newcomb Rivern. His fand was aboit
four mikes grom the old home. That summer he farmed some "05 his father's
cleared Land and spent all the time that he could, while Vfot working at

his crop of cleaning his own Land, building a Little Log cabin which he and
Martha moved into that §all. Many nights he worked by the Light of

butning Limbs until weld aften midnight cutting a felling timbern. While

he was chopping the témber, Martha did sewing dnd knitting fon everything
was done by hand those days. One night when Richmond was returning to

his Little home from his father's farm he was gollowed by a panther. The
night was dork s0 ald he cowéd see was the two round eyes gleaming at him
thgough the dankness. He. colfd hearn the small Limbs crash as it Leaped
from trnee to tree and several times it dropped to the ghound and he could
hear the tread of its feet Like great cat paws. He finally secured a ﬂcu'zge
hickony stick with an iron-Like knot on zthe end and when the panther came
oo close he would face around quickly, wave his club towards it and then
the bright eyes would go back into the darkness. In this manner he
covered the fowr miles 1o his home. When he was within heaning distance

he called his own Large dog Sheap who came running and drove the panthen



far into the woods. In those days Life was a consdtant sthuggle for mene
extstance. .

Richmond and Mantha were the parents of ten children. Walter was
the §inst baby. He died when only a few howrs ofd and was bwiled high on
the hitlside nonth of their Little home, unden a small hickory tree. The
next chifd was Robert Lee who was born 9 June 1881, Then came Hulda Jane,
but just begone hen binth, Father Richmond decided fo build a Larger home
04 Logs for his growing family. This home was on the hillside directly
- west of the {inst cabin. 1t had three Lower rooms and two on the upper
fLoon. The family moved into this house the night before thu’ﬁ baby Hulde:
Jane came. The next children were David Franklin, Edward and Lucy who |
died in infancy and was bunéed by the side of Walter undéx the hickory tree.
Then came Eva and Janetta.

About the time of Eva's binth a great change came into the Ison family.
For severnal generations thein kingolk had all benn staunch Methodists.
Richmond was a steward of the church and Mantha a very devote memben. At
this time two missionaries came to toww preaching a strange new doctrine.
Richmond went with his olfdest brothen, Adderson to thein meeting. They
were sent by agreement of z‘;he fown folk to mob the missionaries. "What
night had these two men to come into their peaceful Little mountain home
and draw away Zheir good church members into a sinange doctrinethat was
Ll-spoken of? Bettern tell them to get out of here and stay out." Buf
ther was no mobing that night gorn the wornds that Richmond heard sank deep
into his heart, and he went home o think. The words of #ruth found
fertile s0il in the hearnt of an honest man and while "he went to mock, he
netwwed fo pray". - The words they heard was the Gospel of Chiist as faught '

by the Latter Day Saints.



Soon he and his wife were attending these Mormon meetings regulanly,
studying their Literatune and bringing the Cldens Lo their home for enter-
tainment. Richmond, Martha and theix ofden chifdren were bapiized by
Ebdess Judson 1. Toleman and Mathew Spearns on 16 May 1895, into the Chuwrch
04 Jesus Christ of Lattern-Day Saints. Yes, fheg were "in the Gospel net!
and with all their kinfolk opposing them very bittenty.

1t was hard fon this family to Live thein new neligion among theix
many nelatiees who felt that they were swrely in the wrong, 40 Richmond
began plans for coming West io be with those who believed as he did. But
this was not an easy on quick thing to do. He was a poor man with a Large
family and it was more than two thousand mifes to elther Utah on Arizona.
Sure, he owned 75 acres of hilly faum Land in the mountains- of north eastern
Kentucky. On this he could make a Living for his family, but Zo sell it
fon cash was a different matter. It took him almost two yearns Zo sell the
Land and get ready to Leave, but he was a sincere, faithful Latter Day
Saint and du&ihg.thié time he worked as a teacher in the Little Branch
0f the chwich that was there. Its members were few and very scattered, |
40 o make his ward feaching visits, he had to be gone overnight--his
visits taking two days. ‘

At Rast the home was s0ld to a nedighbor,. James Hendeﬂboﬁ Fraley, and
M wife, Sarah J. Rucker.’ The cows, mules and scanty pieces of household
fuwutitune werne disposed o4. Tﬁe saddest part of Leaving was to go away from
the two Little ghaves under the hickony tree on the hillside. Yes, they
must Leave Walter and Lucy. On 5 November 1898, they said Goodby to their
two mothers, who stilL Lived, theirn Aunts, Uncles and Cousins and started
fon Thatcher, Arizona. 14 was a tearful parnting, on abthough rediculed by
thein nelatives for the metigion they defended, AtiLl all hated Lo see them

go. 1t was the ginsz one of the Ison family To Leave the old homeland since




great grandpathet, ARchibatd Tson, walked from Scott County, Virnginia to
seiltle on the Newcomb River in ERLiott County, Kentioky in 1820. But the
Seudptunes Ltell uh that "there shall be one of a family and two of a ity
gathened into the Gospel Net".

Richmond Tson had done and he never saw Kentucky again in this Life
wALR men have theGod given night to think and believe as they will and all
men have the nesponsibitity to render an accounting sometime, somewhere,
fon those things which they choose to think and to believe." Richmond had
made his choice. To the Ison Family Tree he was a baoken b/ganch who had
purposely cast himself 04§ to distruction. But who has r_he. power to judge,
on who fznom that Richmond was not chosen in his pre-exsisiant Life to be
Like Joseph aﬁ’ old, a Savion Zo his gathen's family. .

Life was't a bed of roses nor was the path easy fon the Tson family
who came to Arnizona. Evernything was 50 different--climate, housing, friends,
no nebdtives and above all, the methods:of making ailiving forn a Large
family. 1t took courage o siay and buwild anew. And wasn't this Zion?
Whene all wene yowr brothens and sistens. Sorny Zo say, Richmond and Martha
found some who were the opposite. In Aprnil 1900, just two yewts agter
Leaving Kentucky, a babg boy came to Richmond's home and they wnamed him
Lovale Allen.

A one time Father Tson was a very heavy man. fe wedighed betten than
300 pounds. His health stanted tp faif hidm a few years affer coming Wes,
50 the two okden boys, Robert and Zebedee went to the nearby mining camps..
and worked #o support the family. Both boys attended the LDLQ Academy at
Thatchen, but nelthen of them finished. thein cournse because fhey worked
away 50 much, Robert seemed monre Lntmeﬁed in the principles of the new
Go.&paﬂ than any of the other children. fle worked in severak of the auxiliary

onganizations and was a Sunday Schodlteacher for several years.




Richmond Tson was a very good gardner and on his small tract of five
aches, Lying fust east of Thatcher, Anizona, he naised the best that could
be had of sweet potatoes, mellons and all kinds of garden stugh. He had
a few choice fruit trees and a good grape arber which supplied thein needs.
T Lived in thein home duwring the month of Augﬁét 1913 and here 1 Learndd
to Love Grandfather Ison verny much. He was s0 kind. 1 never heard him say
an 2L wond about anyone. Hi{s neighbors Roved him. fle was honest and
would noit misnepresent any matten.

Robert and 1 spent the ﬁokidag week of 1916 at his home, coming grom
Miami, Anizona, by rail, a distance of some elghty miles. Each‘dag
while 1 was there, Richmond would say "Louie have you the time now £o
wiite more of my family histony?™ T wrote all that he could tell me of his
kinfokk, how his grandfathern Archibald Ison came to settle Kentucky early
in the eighteenth century, names o4 his Uncles and Aunts and who they muwied
and the same for his brothers and sistens and thein families. He had no
written record, but his membay was wonderful. When we visited Kentucky
in 1940, 1 checked all the names and dates that he gave %o me in 1916, find-
£ng not one mistake. To Grandfather Richmond goes the honokr of giving the
4insz ingormation to begin our Tson Record. '

After oun visit in 1916, 1 never saf Richmond again untii on his death
béd. He soon developed dropsy and in Oatoben 1925 we got a Letter from
Grarrdmother saying that ”5aiheﬁ was very Lﬁ[”. Robert and 1 were Living
in Woodnugf, Arizona then, and we had six children. We had no cat but
we Aﬁanied fon Thatcher in our old Fnubk with five of oun children. We
Left Bob to care for the home and Livestock. Highway 60 was not then
made., 4o we went by White and Black Rivews, Thru Rice Lo San Cabos and
on Lo the Gila Valley. II.&ained alot and made it veny uncomfortable fon

ws as the onby was we had fo keep duy was Lo erowd indo the cab of owr truck.




We. arnnived at Thatchen aften dark on 231d of Octoben. When G/zand{a,thm
saw his son he said, "Oh, Rabemé I'm s0 glad that you h‘ave come." And 40
were we. Grandpa falked alot to Robert the next day, Zhen the §éLlowing
moaning, Thursday, October 25, 1925, about 10 o' clock azm. , whife Robert
was standing by his bedside, Richmond closed his eyes and folded his arms
achess his chest and very peacedully went fo his Heavenly Home.

His funernal was beautiful. Grandmother and all their chifdren except
Hulda, who was too sick to come, were thene. Hundreds bﬁ his griends and
neighbons wene there too. W. W. Pace, a well known and well Liked
menchant and a prominent citizen, was the main speaker. Among the fdine
things that he said of Grandfather was; "There Lies AN HONEST MAN.” To
me this is the very highest necommendation that could have'{vz'b'een given to
any man. Then Brother Pace appealed to Richmond's five grown sons who
were sitting around thein fathen's casket to Let honesty be thein motto
also. 1t is coincidental that M. Pace woild give Richmond the £title of
an honest man, fon on the Ison coat of arms granted f£o John Tson 11 May
1613 at Trowtsdale, Yonkshine, England, the motto was: " Forn alld men Zo. be
honest is glony." Grandpa never nead this motto on the aums, but honesty
was in his blood. Grandfathen's dhave {s in the Thatcher cemetery.

Richmond's patrionchal blessing said, "You will do a good work for
your Father's family," and he truely did, for had it not been for the
data he gave me in 19164, and his insistant wiging me o write, we may not
have had owr Tson book as it is today. Now hundreds of his kin have had
thein tample wonk done and death was his mission call %o the spéinit world
whene witold kinfolk can be taught the Gospeld.

Grandmothen Mantha Lived on in the Little home which stood on the §ive
mfm,:,' near the radfroad inaém in Thadeher for a few geand wual thon ke sofid

(Lo by o oamald whd A gmame house. on Mwine Sdaeeds
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March 18, 1939 was Grandma's §0ith birthday and all the children came
home. Robeat was the farthenst away. We Zraveled 500 milfes to be with
her but what a Lovely reunion we had.

The §irnst Tson reundon held in Anizona was on 18 March 2939 by the
Richmond Ison postenity. 1t was held at Thatcher, Arizona in the home of

Marntha Rice Ison in honor of her §0th binthday. There were present her

eight children; Robert Lee, Zebedee, Hufda, David, Edward, Eva, Janetita

and Lovall AlLen. Daughter-in-Laws; Louie May, wige of Robert Lee; Cora

Valina, wife of Edward; and Emma Nile, Lovall Allen's wife. Son-Ln-Laws

present; Johah Nichols, Hulda's husband; Samuelf B. Echoles, Eva's husband;
and WiLliam 0. Jennings, husband of Janetfa. Grandchildren present; Eliz-
abeth and Marilyn Tson, Wikkiam and John Edward Jenmnings, Roy ELLs, Ray
AlLen, Ruby and Eveline Ruth Echols. Great grandchildren present; Lee
Allen Echols, OLive Inman Echofs, wife of Roy and a gink friend of Ray
Allon Echols, making 28 present.

The day was beautiful, Grandma Looked s0 pretty with her white hair
cuwled and a §lower pinned on hen dress. ALL of the chifdren remembered her
with presents, Dinner was very good and was fixed by NiLe and a hired Lady.
Zebb had worked cleaning the yard, cutting the hedge and trimming the nose
bushes gon two days begore Zhe rewiion. Aftern dinner we went .in cars o
the ofd Ison home where Grandpa Richmond died. From there we went Zo the
Thatches cemetery and visited his grave. We visited with Grandma untif a
Late hour, then some stayed overn night while ofhers went home io..§a55md,
Pima, BLobe and Phoenix. I1& was a Lovely reundion. '

Chnistmas 1941 Granma wrote a nice Letten to hern R.-L. (as she afways

calbled him) and sent him a card. Robert treaswred both until his death only



thiee months faten. HHis mother Lived two years Longer than her son. The
Last few yearns of hen Life she was very feeble and hern daughten Hubda
caned fon hen. At hen death the home was given Lo Aunt Hulda who Lives

theretoday, (1959)



1SON HISTORY

by Robert Lee Tson ' ‘ from 1820-1920

Anohanable Tson and his wife Polly Gillam was one of the finst families
to take up Land in ELLot County, Kentucky about 1820. Thein birnth place
and fonmer redidence was Ain Virginia. They had a Large family of boys,
therefone took a big tract of Land with the intention of secuwring homes
for thein childien. The Indians were rdat thoublesome in those days, but
. they §inely made peace treaties and pushed the Indians farther west. Two
0§ the boys, Doctor and Burdine wete given that part of the Ednd on the
Little niver called Newcomb.,

Docton marnied ELieabetg Fialey about 1844, ften chiédnen wene boan to
the, Samuel, Anderson, Aaron, Phoebee, ALlen Richmond, Hulda and Marion
Francis. Two of the children died at birth. The family's politics were
Democratic. Theirn eccupation was farming and timbering. Docton died in
1882 of disentary, and Stomach trouble. Marnion Francis was kifled while
{Loating sawlogs down the river o the sawmill May 16, 1891. He Left a
wife and one chifd, the mother gave binth to another child about six months
aftern his death, all the nééi 0f Doctorns children had Lange familfies.

Richmond was mawied £o Mantha Rice Februagy 13, 1879. His fathern
gave him a 75 acre faun on Rockie Bnanch,b a trnibutany of the Newcomb,
about four méifes from the ofd home. He fawmed a part of his fathers cleaned
Land the §ollowing summen and spend all the spane time he aauﬁdlget, clearning
nis own Land and buifding a Little Log cabin, into which he and Martha moved
in the §akl, they worked hard together cﬂea@éng the timben §rom the Land,
many times working untlf 11 on 17 ol night, by the Pight of bwwning bushes,

whife he was felling the thees,she would sew on bnit., They had fen
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chitdnen: Walter, who died an {infant, Robert Lee, and Zebedee, these thiee
came. 1o the Little Log cabin fust befond the arrival of Hikda Jane, TEdathen
Ison had buift a new home, it was of Logs having three rooms on the Lower
4Loon and fwo upper rooms.  Laten David Frankline, Edwarnd, Lucy, Eva and
Janetta were born. About the time of Eva's binth a great change came to
the Tson family. For several genernations back they had been staunch Meth-
odists. Richmond being a Stewart of the chuich and Martha & very devoted
membes.

There was two missionarnies came into the country preaching a new
doctrine to them. It was the gospel of Chnist, as taught by thé Latten
Day Saints, commonfy called Moxmons. Fathen and Mothen 1son began making
investigatians and weke soon baptized, altho very much opéb&ed, were thein
dean kindeed.

Thein childrien who were of age were baptized the foflowing summer.
And on November 5, 1898 they Left thein old home in Kentucky and came to
Thatcher, Arizona, where they could neside among those who were 0§ the
same daith.

. The following Aprik 1900 a baby boy came to thein home they name him
Lovell Allen. '

T was 18 yeans okd when we came to Anizona and as thene was a Large
family to keep, all who wene ofd enough had to do thein part. So T spent
the'éinbt few yetwrs at fob work, hekping to support the family. In 1905,
T attended the Thatcher Academy, also 1906 and 1907. The following @Lnten
and summer 1 nemained at home and gamed.

Tn the spring of 1909 1 received a call to go on a mission, I Legt
Thatchen fon Saki lake City, October 30, 1909, and was sel apart fon my
mission November 2, by Elden Ceormge F. Richards. T Legt Saft lake City

4or Chattunooga, Tenncssee, Tn company with twenty-three Eldens 1o Denveh,
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Colonado. With eight Efdens from there to Chattancoga arrdiving Novemben 7,
1909. Thiee of ub were app(»in/téd to South Carolina Cohﬁmence, thenre 1
faboned ab a missionary for about twenty-seven month, Arniving at my old
home in Thittcher about the Last of Januany 1912,

The. following Juby, 1 Legt Thatcher forn the Nonthern part 04 the
state in compnay with L. F. Montenson, fo visit a Lady 4niend, and see
 the country. We had a pleasant taip coming over the mountains arnniving at
Woodrugg Juby 3nd. We spent the 3nd and a few following days at Bishop
-L. M. Savage's home. Returning to Thatcher by way of Bush Valley and
CLifton. Soon going Lo Miami, Arizona fo engage in carpentern work at the
Live Oak Mine. 1 nemained there until May 1913, when 1 made another riip
to Woodnifg. Then in company with Miss Lowle Savage wen,t—%itb Salt Lake City
where we were mawwviied in the Temple June 5, 1913, We remained Lhere Lwo
weehks doing some temple work and visiting Zhe city.

We then went #o Los Angeles spending six weeks there visidiing my
wife's sdster Abvenia Heywood. We retuwined to Woodruff, we spent wo weeks
with the §olks, then went by team across the White Mountains o Thatchen.
We stayed about founteen days with gather and mother whese T Left Loule
while I‘ went to M{ami Lo é,éy;d employment, T went to work as a carpentern
{on the Inspiration Company, soon sending for my wife. We nented a small
place and began housekeeping, in a shoat time we bought the place and
nemdaéned in Miami about §lve years duﬁing this time T worked thirnteen months
in the Miami Minests Lbﬂbmman, the remainder of the time 1 worked on the
construction of the Inspection Consentration. While thene, three c-hili,dazn ,
wene boan to our home: Robert, Joseph and Ruth.

Thinking that the farm woukd he a betden place Lo nadse owr children,
we deeided £o move to a danm. Sooww Aok ouh howe, pukahased @ Zeam and
wagon and came. 1o wobdnuﬁ, October 5, 1918, nenting Fathen Savage's

farm fon twe YeAs.



And as we feed quite contented; we are planning on making oun home in
Woodrugg. ,

In 1921 we bought the old nock home and eight acre 4leld of Fathen
Savage's &n Woddfuff. Three of our children were boan in Méami, Robert
Levi, on Apnil 16, 1914. Joseph Réchmond, August 9, 1916. And Ruth
Adeline, Apnil-1, 1918. Then Martha was born at Hotbraok, Arizona
 Februany 1, 1921, and James Lincoln in Zhe old rock home at Woodrug,
October 26, 1922. Elizabeth came on November 22, 1924 ‘at Woodnugg, then
the baby, Marifyn Mathens, came in October 13, 1927 at Woodnufg, Arizona.

On May 1936, we are s&ilL Living in the old nock house at Qood)w“,
we paid for the home and elght actre feidl in Long time payments. 1%L cost
ws $1600. We ginished our Last payment in June 1931. Du}%ﬂ‘ng these yeans
we have made a great many improvements on the okd homestead. To begin
with, we had a well driléed upon the hill Lot south o4 the house, £t 45
60 feet deep, § inches in diameter and 44 4in s08id nock from Zop to
bottom. Then a ditch was made through sotid nock down the hill and over Zo
the home whene we piped the watern into the house, this profect cost us
$600. We built the baan on the hilk, the garage at the east of the house,
put in new floons, a wash /Ldom, a bath noom, the porch on the east and
moved the doons from the nonth putting in windows in theie place. We have.
had foun rooms of the home painted and deconated, both watls and wood wonrk.
Now owr plans are to finish the gront room and plaster Zhe outside of ihe
house. /

We nercofed the home and put up a new fence, and pwichased ,thé tiithing

Lot af the west also the grainery.



